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BY-LAWS AND RULES 

OF THE 

GRAND CHAPTER OF IDAHO 
 

ARTICLE I 

CONFORMING TO THE RITUAL 
 

The Grand Jurisdiction of Idaho shall conform to the Ritual and to the Ritualistic Work in the 
General Grand Chapter Book of Instructions. When changes are made in Ritualistic Work or 
Resolutions pertaining to Ritualistic Work are adopted in General Grand Chapter, they shall 
IMMEDIATELY BE IN FORCE in the Jurisdiction. 
 

ARTICLE II 
ANNUAL SESSIONS 

 

Section 1. Grand Chapter Sessions shall rotate on a three area schedule: South-West, South-East 
and North. 
All Chapters in each district will assist in entertaining Grand Chapter and the Grand Conductress-
elect shall recommend a Chapter to be appointed by the Worthy Grand Matron as the hostess 
Chapter. 
   South-West Chapters will include: 
  Valeria #76 and all Chapters in west Idaho. 
   South-East Chapters will include: 
  Victory #60 and all Chapters to Idaho Falls.  
   North Chapters will include: 
  Mt. Queen #11 and all Chapters in North Idaho. 
 

Section 2. In the event a change in the rotation is necessary, the Worthy Grand Matron shall 

designate the area of meeting. 
 

ARTICLE III 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 

Section 1. The Grand Chapter shall convene informally on the second Sunday in June at  

9:00 a.m. for church service, ESTARL awards, Memorial Service and Draping of the Altar. 

The afternoon session shall convene at 1:30 p.m. to honor Golden Stars, Masonic Youth 

organizations, General Grand Chapter Appointees and introduce the General Arrangements 

Committee. The times and the suggested order of business for the informal session may be 

modified at the discretion of the Worthy Grand Matron.** 
 

Section 2. The informal Sunday evening session shall convene at 7:30 p.m. and include the 

presentation of flags, introduction of all Distinguished Guests and Session Assistants. The time 

and the suggested order of business for the informal session may be modified at the discretion of 

the Worthy Grand Matron.** 
 

Section 3. The formal opening shall convene the following Monday morning at 8:00 a.m., at 

which time the Worthy Grand Matron shall see that the stations are properly filled, ascertain the 

presence of a quorum and open Grand Chapter. The signs and passes shall not be given during the 

Grand Chapter opening. 

 
**2007 
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Section 4. The order of business shall be: 

 A. Formal Opening 

 B. Presentation of the American flag, only 

 C. Introductions* 

 D. Announcement of changes in Grand Officers and committees 

 E. Partial Report of Registration Committee.** 

 F.  Election (10:00 a.m.) 

 G. Report of Unfinished Business Committee 

 H. Worthy Grand Matron report 

 I.  Worthy Grand Patron report 

 J.  Grand Secretary report 

 K. Grand Treasurer report 

 L. Board of Trustees report 

 M. Benevolent Board report 

 N. Reports of Standing Committees 

 O. Grand Chaplain report* 

 P.  The business shall be completed Tuesday. 

 Q. Open Installation of Grand Officers, per Ritual 

 R. Appointment of Standing Committees 

 S.  Closing, per Ritual 

* May be interspersed with the order of business at the discretion of the presiding officer. 

 

Section 5. All business shall be conducted in accordance with Robert's Rules of Order Revised, 

except as may be specifically designated in this Code. 
 

Section 6. Each voting delegate shall be issued an official badge at the time of registration.◘ 
 

Section 7. Only those wearing an official badge showing proof of registration shall be admitted to 

any formal Grand Chapter session. 
 

Section 8. Any member or person causing a breach of order during a session may be reprimanded 

and/or expelled at the discretion of the presiding officer. 

 

ARTICLE IV 

REVENUE 
 

Section 1. The revenue of this Grand Chapter shall be derived from the following sources: 

A. The annual per capita shall be raised from five dollars ($5.00) to seven dollars ($7.00) for 2008, 

raised from seven dollars ($7.00) to nine dollars ($9.00) for 2009 and raised from nine dollars 

($9.00) to ten dollars ($10.00) for 2010, plus the General Grand Chapter assessments.¤ 

 B. Grand Chapter session registration fee of twenty dollars ($20.00)¤. 

 C. Fines -- two dollars and fifty cents ($2.50) and five dollars ($5.00). (R&R, Art. XI, C) 

 D. Sale of supplies from the Grand Secretary's office. 

E.  Dispensations to form new chapters, including necessary supplies, two hundred twenty-five 

dollars ($225.00). 

 

 

 
**2007, ¤ 2008, ◘ 2009 
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Section 10. The General Fund shall provide five hundred dollars ($500.00) each to the Worthy 
Grand Matron, Associate Grand Matron and Grand Conductress attending the General Grand 
Chapter Triennial Assembly. 
 

Section 11. A gift, or monetary equivalent, not to exceed twenty five dollars ($25.00) shall be 
given to a Past Grand Matron and/or Past Grand Patron of our Grand Chapter receiving a General 
Grand Chapter appointment. The gift shall be presented at the first introduction in Idaho Grand 
Chapter 
 

Section 12. Flowers, or a monetary gift, not to exceed fifty dollars ($50.00) shall be presented at 
the annual stated sessions in Idaho of the Grand Lodge A.F.&A.M., Job’s Daughters International, 
The Order of DeMolay, and the International Order of the Rainbow for Girls of Washington and 
Idaho. 
 

Section 13. The sum of four hundred dollars ($400.00) plus funds for postage for one mailing to 
each Idaho subordinate chapter and each Idaho Golden Star shall be given to the Golden Stars 
(fifty year members) Committee, from the General Fund, to be used in honoring the Fifty Year 
Members. No member of this committee shall be reimbursed for unauthorized expenses. 
 

Section 14. Committee expenses incurred by any special fund raising project shall be deducted 
from such funds. All other committees that may incur expenses shall be awarded a maximum of 
fifty dollars ($50.00)* supported by vouchers. No committee expense check shall be written for an 
amount less than ten dollars ($10.00). Any additional expenses that exceed fifty dollars ($50.00) 
are to be submitted to the Board of Trustees for approval and will provide verification for said 
expenses.* 
 

Section 15. Grand Chapter shall keep a record of all Past Grand Matrons, Past Grand Patrons and 
Grand Officers who have passed away during the current year. At the end of the year, fifteen 
dollars ($15) for each deceased Past Grand Matron, Past Grand Patron and Grand Officer shall be 
transferred to the Grand Chapter General Fund Endowment Fund in memory of the deceased.^ 
 

Section 16. An amount not to exceed one hundred dollars ($100.00)* shall be allowed to help 
defray expenses of a Subordinate Chapter designated by the Worthy Grand Matron to entertain 
sister Grand Jurisdictions. 
 

Section 17. The Benevolent Board and the Board of Trustees each shall be reimbursed for 
postage, printing, and necessary telephone calls not to exceed seventy-five dollars ($75.00). 
 

Section 18. Per Capita tax assessed by General Grand Chapter.
 

 

ARTICLE VI 
RELIEF 

 

Section 1. The sum of five hundred dollars ($500.00) of the Benevolent Fund shall be reserved 
and kept continually on hand for the purpose of giving immediate relief to the needy members 
belonging to this Grand Jurisdiction, in sums not to exceed one hundred ($100.00) to any one 
individual member. 
 The authority for issuing checks against this reserve account of the Benevolent Fund, in amounts 
set forth, shall be vested in the Worthy Grand Matron, to whom urgent and necessary application 
for relief would naturally come. If more than one hundred dollars ($100.00) is needed at any one 
time, the matter shall be referred to the Benevolent Board, who shall investigate 
all such calls for relief and authorize payment if found worthy. Any calls for relief for members 
residing outside this Grand Jurisdiction shall be acted upon by the Benevolent Board. The 
Benevolent Fund shall be used for the relief of needy members and also for the care of minor 
children whose mother or father is or was a member of the Order. The Benevolent Board shall 

 
 

*2006, ^2010 
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consider all requests from Chapters regarding members of Idaho subordinate chapters where 

financial assistance is needed. If funds are available, the Benevolent Board may authorize payment 

from the Benevolent Fund for such request. 
 

Section 2. A request for renewal of Benevolent Fund assistance form must be completed every 
six (6) months for each recipient of financial aid from the Benevolent Fund. This form is not 
provided to the Chapter in advance, but will be mailed by the Grand Secretary with the fifth 
month (May and November) recipient check for the six month period. This request form shall be 
mailed to the Chairman of the Benevolent Fund Board during the month prior to the next six 
month period as stated on the form. Any change of financial status of a recipient shall require a 
Chapter to submit a new Application for Assistance form to the Benevolent Board. 
 

ARTICLE VII 
POWERS AND DUTIES -- GRAND OFFICERS 

 

Section 1. All Grand Officers shall discharge the duties appropriate to their respective offices as 
set forth in the Ritual, and faithfully perform all duties lawfully required of them by the Grand 
Chapter. A Grand Officer must resign her/his appointment as a Grand Representative or as a 
member of any Grand Chapter Standing Committee except Fraternal Correspondence. 
 

Section 2. Worthy Grand Matron 
 A. When Grand Chapter is in session, she shall 
  1. Open, preside over and close Grand Chapter. 
  2. See that the rules of the Order are strictly enforced and that the officers are proficient. 
  3. Announce Session Committees. 

4. Appoint a Benevolent Board member and all Standing Committees at the time of 
Installation. 
 

 B. When Grand Chapter is not in session, she shall: 
1. Inspect all Chapters, including the initiatory work and, only if unable to do so, appoint a 
Grand Officer or a Past Grand Matron as her deputy. 
^ (a) In the case of small chapters who share officers or dual members to combine them for 
the Official Visitation, rotating the duties each year so that each chapter has the opportunity 
to conduct all the work over a two or three year period, if three chapters are combined. If a 
new candidate is to be initiated, it will be conducted in these chapters as described as a 
member of the chapter who received the petition. 
  (i) The Hostess Chapter (referred to as Chapter A) will open and do balloting. 
  (ii) The second chapter (referred to as Chapter B) will exemplify initiation and closing. 

 (iii) If a third chapter is combined (referred to as Chapter C) will conduct introductions 
and other business as necessary. If a third chapter is NOT involved, the Hostess Chapter 
will conduct introductions and other necessary business. 

 (b) The chapters involved in a joint meeting will rotate duties as outlined above year to 
year. Each chapter will submit the Secretary’s Minutes book for inspection each year. 

 (c) Each chapter will be required to exemplify initiation twice each year in their own 
chapter. 

 (d) No more than three chapters should share as a joint meeting. 
 (e) Chapter that combine for an Official Visit shall be confirmed initially by the Worthy 

Grand Matron and that confirmation will remain standard until such time as membership 
circumstance improves or the dissolution of such combination is mutually agreed upon by 
the chapters involved and the Worthy Grand Matron. Neither the combination nor 
dissolution will require legislation by the Grand Chapter; only the mutual agreement by 
the ACTIVE members involved and the Worthy Grand Matron.^ 

 
 

^2010 
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2. Grant dispensations as follows: 
(a) When accompanied by a fee of one dollar ($1.00), which she retains. 
(b) To initiate within two (2) weeks, provided three (3) days have elapsed after election 
of candidates. 
(c) To elect officers out of time at a stated meeting and to install elected officers out of 
time at a special or stated meeting. 
(d) Change place of meeting, provided the building has been approved. 
(e) Before the conclusion of her term of office, assure that sufficient time is provided to 
comply with the dispensation request. 

3. Submit her annual report to the Grand Secretary and each member of the Jurisprudence 
Committee by April 30th. 
4. Decide all questions of law submitted to her and propose such legislation as she deems 
advisable. 
5. Approve the bonds of the Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer, and be responsible for 
same during her term of office. 
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   6. Check the securities in the possession of the Grand Treasurer, which are the property of  
 the Grand Chapter. 

  7. Send one (1) copy of approved changes in Subordinate Chapter By-Laws to the Grand 
Secretary, as received, and return two (2) copies to the Chapter. 

    8. Appoint all Grand Representatives for other Grand Jurisdictions. 
  9. Appoint all Session Committees, special appointments such as Pages, Ushers, etc., and 
assisting members on Standing Committees when, in her judgment, it is deemed necessary. 
10. Be authorized to use the Worthy Grand Matron seal as an acknowledgment of inspection 
of Subordinate Chapter minutes on the occasion of her official visit, and for correspondence 
during her term of office. 
11. Turn over to the incoming Worthy Grand Matron the following items: copy of the 
Secret Work, Code and Digest and Ritual, the bond for the Grand Secretary and Grand 
Treasurer, Grand Representative Record, Worthy Grand Matron Seal, forms for Waiver of 
Grand^ Jurisdiction, account numbers and locations of the various investments held by the 
Grand Treasurer, and a copy of the General Grand Chapter Constitution. 

 

C. Will have the authority as follows: 
  1. Define and verify that all Grand Officers, Board Members, Grand Representatives and 
Committee Members are instructed and knowledgeable of their duties. 
  2. Convene any Subordinate chapter within this Jurisdiction, preside therein, inspect its 
proceedings, require its conformity to the Laws of the Order and approve all proposed 
changes in the By-Laws. 
  3. Suspend Charters of Subordinate Chapters until the next annual session of the Grand 
Chapter. 
  4. For good cause, may suspend any Worthy Matron, Worthy Patron, Associate Matron or 
Associate Patron until the next annual session of the Grand Chapter. 
  5. At the conclusion of a merger, receive the Charter and Secret Work of the Chapter 
requesting the merger. 
  6. Fill all vacancies occurring in elective and appointive Grand Offices, Benevolent Board, 
Board of Trustees, Grand Representatives and Committees. Secure an audit or **financial 
review if the vacancy occurs in the office of Grand Secretary or Grand Treasurer. 
  7. Appoint trial Commission members when requested by a Subordinate Chapter 

 

D. Serve as an ex-officio member of the Board of Trustees, without power to vote. 
 

Section 3. Worthy Grand Patron 
A. When Grand Chapter is in session, he shall: 

  1. Preside during the session of Grand Chapter when called upon to do so by the Worthy 
Grand Matron. 
  2. In the absence of the Worthy Grand Matron and Associate Grand Matron, call the Grand 
Chapter to order and appoint a Past Grand Matron to preside. 

B. When Grand Chapter is not in session he shall: 
    1. Grant dispensations for new Chapters. 

  2. Convene the Grand Chapter in Special Session for the purpose of instituting Under 
Dispensation Chapters. 
  3. Convene the Grand Chapter in Special Session to constitute Chapters receiving charters 
from the Grand Chapter in their own Chapter room, at the earliest possible date after the 
annual Session. He may appoint a Deputy if necessary. All charters must be signed by the 
Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron and Grand Secretary. 
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4. Consider all questions of law submitted to him by the Worthy Grand Matron, and assist 
her in proposed legislation as deemed necessary. 
5. Submit his annual report to the Grand Secretary and each member of the Jurisprudence 
Committee by April 30th. 

C. Serve as an ex-officio member of the Board of Trustees, without power to vote. 
 
Section 4. Associate Grand Matron 

A. Assume the duties and powers of the Worthy Grand Matron upon her death, disability or 
absence. (Refer to Constitution, Article X) 
B. In order to facilitate the ensuing year's plans and to confirm their eligibility, submit to the 
Jurisprudence Committee all proposed appointments. 
C. Assist the Associate Grand Conductress in compiling the Fraternal Correspondence report 
for the annual session. 
D. Serve as an ex-officio member of the Board of Trustees, without power to vote. 

 
Section 5. Associate Grand Patron 

A. Assume the duties of the Worthy Grand Patron upon his death or absence. 
B. See that all Grand Chapter flags and other paraphernalia are properly stored and ready for 
use at the next annual Grand Chapter session. 
C. Be in charge of the flag ceremony at the annual session. 
D. Administer the oath of secrecy to the Tellers prior to balloting. 

 

OATH OF SECRECY:  I, ______________________, do solemnly affirm upon my honor 

that I will not reveal any part of this election until after the chairman has reported to the 

Grand Chapter. 
 

E. Serve as an ex-officio member of the Board of Trustees, without power to vote. 
 

Section 6. Grand Secretary 
A. When Grand Chapter is in session, she/he shall 

1. Attend and keep a correct record of all transactions of the session. 

2. Read the minutes of the annual session for approval before the close of the session. 

3. Upon approval of the Board of Trustees, remit the session expenses. 

4. Ascertain that the incoming Worthy Grand Matron has current copies of the General 

Grand Chapter Constitution, Ritual, Grand Chapter of Idaho Code and Digest and Roster 

of Membership and provide as needed. 

5. Furnish all Standing Committees with proper blank forms and necessary supplies for 

use in their work. 

6. After Installation, supply the Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron with a 

copy of the secret work, and take a receipt therefore. 

7. Turn over to the successor all Grand Chapter property in her/his possession. 

B. When Grand Chapter is not in session, she/he shall 
1. Conduct all correspondence of the office of the Grand Secretary and such other 
correspondence as the Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron or the Grand Chapter 
shall direct, including the issuance of circulars, memorials, invitations, programs and 
notices of special Grand Chapter meetings to each Subordinate Chapter, Grand Officer, 
Past Grand Matron and Past Grand Patron. 
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2. Collect all monies due the Grand Chapter, including wills and bequests and such monies 
as may come from special projects. Keep a correct account thereof in substantial and 
permanent books and pay the same promptly to the Grand Treasurer, or deposit the same 
promptly in the name of the Grand Chapter in a bank or trust company designated by the 
Board of Trustees, taking certified deposit slips or receipts therefore and remitting same to 
the Grand Treasurer. 
3. See that the books of the Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer have a**financial review 
to coincide with the fiscal close of April 30. 
4. Within thirty (30) days after the adjournment of the Grand Chapter session, furnish the 
Worthy Grand Matron and the Junior Past Grand Matron with a copy of the Jurisprudence 
Committee report with results of the action taken. 
5. Within sixty (60) days after the adjournment of the Grand Chapter session, have new 
numbered and dated pages printed for the proper placement in the Code and Digest, setting 
forth the law as changed, and mail the same to the Secretaries of the Subordinate Chapters. 
Be authorized to make note and correct any printing errors such as article, section 
designation, punctuation, etc. in a memo to be sent to the Secretaries of Subordinate 
Chapters and others who receive the amended pages as outlined in the Code and Digest. 
6. Issue warrants to the Grand Treasurer for disbursement of funds as authorized by the 
established annual budget. 
7. Issue warrants to the Grand Treasurer for disbursement of funds on request of the 
following chairmen: 

   (a) Benevolent Board 
   (b) ESTARL 
   (c) Scholarship 
   (d) Special Projects of the Worthy Grand Matron 
   (e) Special Projects of the General Grand Chapter 

8. Execute and file with the Worthy Grand Matron a Fidelity Bond in the amount of eight 
thousand dollars ($8,000.00), cost of which should be paid by the Grand Chapter. 

  9. Issue warrants to the Grand Treasurer for disbursement of: 
(a) Interest from Voluntary Prepaid Life Memberships, Memorial Voluntary Prepaid Life 
Memberships and Associate Memorial Voluntary Prepaid Memberships funds. 
(b) Memorials (Refer to By-Laws and Rules, Article V, Section 15) 

   (c) Per Capita Tax due to General Grand Chapter. 
10. Verify previous membership in Idaho from Grand Chapter membership records of a 
member suspended for non-payment of dues from a Chapter which no longer exists. 
11. Maintain an accurate record of the total membership of this Grand Chapter. Have 
published in booklet form and submit to each Subordinate Chapter every third year a 
membership roster. 

  12. Submit annually the following: 
(a) A supplement to the Membership Roster listing any change in membership status to 
each Subordinate Chapter. 
(b)An itemized account of receipts, expenditures and such other financial and statistical 
information that may be necessary to the **Financial Review Committee. 
(c) Report to the Grand Chapter all receipts, disbursements and necessary information 
regarding Subordinate Chapters. 
(d)To each Subordinate Chapter, the interest accrued from the VPLM, Memorial VPLM, 
and the Associate VPLM, less the accounting fee. (Refer to By-Laws and Rules, Article 
IV, Section 1, I, 3, p. 13) 
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(e) Proposed amendments in the Idaho Code and Digest, chronologically numbered, to 
each Subordinate Chapter, Past Grand Matron, Past Grand Patron, Grand Officer and 
Jurisprudence Committee members no later than April 25th prior to the next Grand 
Chapter session. 
(f) The Proceedings of the annual session **which shall be distributed before the 
subsequent annual session. 

   (g) Tentative programs for the Grand Chapter session. 
(h) The published reports of the Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, Grand 
Secretary, Grand Treasurer, Board of Trustees, and the proposed amendments to the Code 
and Digest for distribution to each voting delegate at the time of registration. 

   (i) The reception of any will or bequest. 
(j) An itemized inventory of Chapter supplies available for resale to the Board of Trustees 
prior to the annual session. 

   (k) The Annual Report as required by General Grand Chapter by  the due date. 
13. Provide, at the expense of the Grand Chapter, all blank forms necessary for its use, and 
such other forms as may be required for use of Subordinate Chapter as follows: 

(a) Annual Report forms by January 1 and Installation forms by April 1.** 
(b) International Headquarters** Fund Certificates for new members. 

  (c)Authority to make any changes in Grand Chapter forms when affected by legislation.  
(d) Mail the Request for Renewal of Benevolent Fund Assistance form with the fifth 
month (May & Nov) recipient check, for the six (6) month period, to the Chapters who 
have members receiving Benevolent Fund assistance. (Refer to ARTICLE VI, RELIEF) 

14. Provide, at the expense of the Grand Chapter, a fire-proof depository to file photo static 
copies of each Subordinate Chapter charter. 
15. Issue the Commission and Official Badge to Grand Representatives of Idaho in other 
Grand Jurisdictions. 
16. Provide Grand Representatives of other Grand Jurisdictions in Idaho a copy of the 
proceedings received from their Grand Jurisdiction. 
17. Submit the necessary reports and receipts for special funds to the Right Worthy Grand 
Secretary of the General Grand Chapter. 
18. Keep the seal of the Grand Chapter and affix the same with attestations to all 
instruments issued by the Grand Chapter. 

 C. Serve as an official member of the Board of Trustees. 
 

Section 7. Grand Treasurer 
 A. When Grand Chapter is in session, she/he shall 

1. Attend and provide a detailed statement of the finances of Grand Chapter. In conjunction 
with the Grand Secretary, pay all claims against the Grand Chapter as approved by the 
Board of Trustees. 
2. Turn over to the successor all Grand Chapter monies and properties in her/his possession, 
taking a proper receipt therefore and filing same with the Grand Secretary. 

 B. When Grand Chapter is not in session, she/he shall 
1. Receive and deposit all monies belonging to the Grand Chapter and keep a correct 
account thereof in substantial and permanent books. The General Fund, the Benevolent 
Endowment Fund, and all other funds shall be maintained distinct, separate and apart from 
each other. 
2. In conjunction with the Grand Secretary, disburse all claims against the Grand Chapter 
with supporting vouchers. 
3. Keep securities, stocks, bonds and other valuable papers in a safe deposit vault and 
transmit an updated list of the account numbers and location of the various investments held 
by the Grand Treasurer to the Worthy Grand Matron. The annual rent of the safe deposit 
box to be paid by the Grand Chapter. 
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4. Execute and file with the Worthy Grand Matron a Fidelity Bond in the amount of twelve 
thousand dollars ($12,000.00), cost of which shall be paid by the Grand Chapter. 
5. Send the Benevolent Board a **semi-annual report of all donations and revenue of 
Benevolent Endowment Fund investments. 
6. Send the Scholarship Committee a **semi-annual report of all revenue from investments of 
Educational Endowment Funds. 
7. Send the ESTARL Central Committee an annual report of all donations and revenue from 
the Joyce Casper ESTARL Endowment Fund for the Fiscal year ending April 30th. 

  8. Submit monthly an itemized account of receipts and  expenditures to the Worthy Grand 
Matron and the Chairman of the Board of Trustees, in addition to an annual report. 

 C. Serve as an official member of the Board of Trustees. 
 
Section 8. Grand Conductress 

A. Assist the Associate Grand Conductress in compiling the Fraternal Correspondence report 
for the annual session. 
B. Serve as an ex-officio member of the Board of Trustees, without power to vote. 

 
Section 9. Associate Grand Conductress 

A. Be the Chairman of the Fraternal Correspondence assisted by the Grand Conductress and 
the Associate Grand Matron and report at the annual session. 
B. Serve as an ex-officio member of the Board of Trustees, without power to vote. 

 
Section 10. Grand Chaplain 

A. Upon notification of a death of a member, respond with proper expressions of sympathy on 
behalf of the Grand Chapter. 
B. Submit a Necrology report for the year ending June 1st at the annual Grand Chapter 
Session. 
C. Conduct the Memorial Service for all deceased members, utilizing an Altar Cloth and 
Memorial Bible provided by the Idaho Past Grand Association. 

 

Section 11. Grand Marshal 
Assume the responsibility of planning and conducting the session marches and narration. 

 

Section 12. Grand Sentinel 
 A. Instruct the Assistant Grand Sentinels to allow no one  to enter a formal session without 

proper credentials. 

B. Allow no one to enter the Grand Chapter room during election except as stated in the By-

Laws & Rules Article XI, Section 1, H. 

 C. Serve as an ex-officio member of the Board of Trustees without power to vote. 
 

ARTICLE VIII 

POWERS AND DUTIES -- BOARDS 
 

Section 1. Trustees 

A. Membership shall consist of eleven (11) members and be comprised of the following: 

  Three (3) Past Grand Matrons and/or Past Grand Patrons 

  Three (3) Past Matrons 

  Three (3) Past Patrons 

  Grand Secretary 

  Grand Treasurer 21 
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B. The term of office of each elected Trustee shall be three (3) years. 

C. Three (3) shall be elected at each annual session of the Grand Chapter and shall consist of one (1) 

Past Grand Matron or Past Grand Patron, one (1) Past Matron and one (1) Past Patron. The Grand 

Secretary and Grand Treasurer shall be automatic members of the Board. (Refer to Constitution, 

Article VIII.) 

D. The Past Grand Matron or Past Grand Patron having the shortest term to serve shall be Chairman of 

the Board and shall appoint a Secretary from the Board Members. 

E. A Trustee shall not be installed. 

F. A Trustee shall not be eligible for any other appointment. 

G. A Trustee shall not serve more than two (2) consecutive terms, with the exception of the Grand 

Secretary and Grand Treasurer, who shall serve as members for their term of office. 

H. A quorum shall consist of six (6) members. 

I. The Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, Associate Grand Matron, Associate Grand Patron, 

Grand Conductress, Associate Grand Conductress and Grand Sentinel are ex-officio members of the 

Board, without power to vote. 

J. In the event of a vacancy on the Board due to death, resignation, or other cause, the Worthy Grand 

Matron shall appoint an appropriate member to fill the vacancy until election is held at Grand Chapter. 

If a member of the Board is elected to an office at the Grand Chapter Session, the member must resign 

before accepting the elected office. 

K. 1. Control the management and disbursement of the revenue and funds, including the proceeds of 

all wills, bequests and gifts. 

2. Prepare a budget for the period of May 1 through April 30 and submit for approval at the annual 

session of the Grand Chapter. 

3. Review the receipts and disbursements of the allocated funds, approving those that fall within the 

budget adopted by the Grand Chapter complying with the By-Laws and Rules authorized for the 

administration of the budget. 

 4. Invest all Grand Chapter funds by the following guidelines: 

 (a) Investments must be in Government Bonds, Savings & Loan Assoc. or banks insured by the 

FDIC or other investments deemed fiduciarily and prudently responsible by the Board of 

Trustees.^ 

  (b) No investments shall be made for a period of more than ten (10) years. 

 (c) Allow no more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) to accumulate in the Benevolent 

Endowment Fund without immediate investment. 

  (d) ESTARL and Scholarship unused funds must be reinvested in their respective names. 

 5. Examine and review the report of the **Financial Review Committee. 

6. On or before April 1
st
 of each year, require every Grand Officer or Chairman, whose activities 

involve the expenditure of Grand Chapter funds, to send to the chairman of the Trustees a statement 

showing current expenditures of her/his department, and an estimate of expenditures for the 

remainder of the budget year, together with estimated requirements for the budget year next ensuing. 

The Grand Secretary’s statement of expenditures shall be accompanied by a statement of receipts, 

anticipated receipts, and such other financial and statistical information as the Trustees may require. 

7. Submit an annual report at each Grand Chapter session, setting forth a statement of the financial 

condition of the Grand Chapter and its investments, together with such recommendations as they 

may consider advisable. 

8. In case of a vacancy in the office of Grand Secretary or Grand Treasurer, the Board of Trustees 

shall immediately take possession of all money, books, papers and other property belonging to this 

Grand Chapter and shall retain possession of such assets until notified by the Worthy Grand Matron 

to deliver the same to the succeeding officer.◘ 
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C. ESTARL Central 

Eastern Star Training Awards for Religious Leadership committee shall consist of three (3) 

members; two (2) sisters and one (1) brother, one of whom shall be appointed annually for a 

term of three (3) years. The senior member in point of service shall be the chairman, and the 

second year member shall be the secretary. 

1. This fund consists of contributions from Chapters, individuals and the interest from the 

Joyce Casper ESTARL Endowment Fund and is established for the purpose of giving 

assistance to men and women who desire to enter the various fields of religious service, 

such as ministers and directors of the following: church music, religious education and 

youth leadership. 

2. Scholarships shall be awarded in accordance with procedures and regulations 

formulated by the committee. They shall authorize the Grand Secretary to issue warrants 

in the specific amounts. All funds received each year shall be awarded if possible. 

3. Awards may be variable in amount and will be on the basis of funds available, number 

and qualifications of applicants. Scholarships are to be given only to college juniors and 

seniors or students attending seminaries. Awards are to be made for one (1) year subject to 

renewal. Applicants need not be of Masonic or Eastern Star affiliation. 

4. Awards are to be made in the form of a certificate presented to the student. A check in 

the amount of one-half (½) the award will be sent to the school at the beginning of each 

semester, so long as the student is enrolled in an accredited school in a course pursuant to 

full time religious service. The money is to be used for books, tuition, board, clothing or 

medical aid. 

5. Applicants must be sponsored by an Eastern Star Chapter and the seal of the Chapter 

affixed on the application. 

 

D. Financial Review** 

This committee shall consist of three (3) members, one of whom shall be appointed annually for a 

term of three (3) years. The senior member in point of service shall be chairman. 

1. They shall meet after April 30 each year, at the office of the Grand Secretary, to review the 

books of the Grand Secretary and the Grand Treasurer. 

2. Copies of the financial review shall be furnished to the Grand Secretary, the Grand 

Treasurer and to the members of the Board of Trustees before Grand Chapter convenes.** 

3. The members of the Financial Review Committee will serve without bond and not be held 

responsible for any error or omission which might occur as a result of the annual review of the Grand 

Chapter.** 

 

E. Fraternal Correspondence 

This committee shall consist of three (3) members–the Associate Grand Conductress, 

Chairman, the Grand Conductress and the Associate Grand Matron. 

They shall review all printed Proceedings from the other Grand Jurisdictions and reports of 

attendance by our own Grand Representatives and submit a report to the Grand Chapter. 
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F. General Arrangements Committee 

This committee shall consist of three (3) members, one of whom shall be appointed annually for a term 

of three (3) years. The Grand Conductress elect shall recommend a member, to be appointed by the 

Worthy Grand Matron, for this committee. The senior member in point of service shall be chairman. 

1. They shall work with the Worthy Grand Matron and hostess Chapters for the Annual Business 

Session in which she will preside. 

2. They shall work with the Board of Trustees on all session financial contracts and session fiscal 

matters as they concern the General Fund of the Grand Chapter. This committee shall prepare an 

Annual Session budget to be incorporated into the required Board of Trustees’ budget. 

3. They shall make recommendations to the Board of Trustees on future contracts for the annual 

business session facilities. They shall be represented on the facilities subcommittee of the Board of 

Trustees. 
 

G. Golden Stars 

This committee shall consist of three (3) sisters, one of whom shall be appointed annually for a term 

of three (3) years. The senior sister in point of service shall be chairman. 

1. They shall recognize, honor and, during the session, provide entertainment for our Fifty (50) Year 

Members. 

2. Any expenditure of funds shall conform to By-Laws and Rules, Article V, Sections 13 and 14.¤ 

 

H. Historian 

This committee shall consist of one (1) member to be appointed for a term of two (2) years. 

1. The Historian shall maintain a current record of subordinate chapter histories. 

2. A form shall be included in the Worthy Matron and Secretary packets distributed at each Grand 

Chapter session. 
 

I. Jurisprudence 

This committee shall consist of nine (9) members and be comprised of the following: 

 Two (2) Past Grand Matrons 

   One (1) Past Grand Patron 

   Three (3) Past Matrons 

   Three (3) Past Patrons 

At each annual session, there shall be appointed three (3) members, of the same classification as her/his 

predecessor, to serve for a term of three (3) years. The Past Grand Matron or Past Grand Patron having the 

shortest term to serve shall serve as chairman. A period of one (1) year shall elapse before the retiring 

member can again be appointed to this committee. 

1. They shall act in an advisory capacity to the Worthy Grand Matron involving questions relating to the 

Constitution, Laws and Regulations regarding Eastern Star law and practices. Decisions or interpretations 

of the law, whether verbal or written, shall be verified in writing to the Worthy Grand Matron 

immediately. 

2. They shall review the Associate Grand Matron's and the Worthy Grand Matron’s proposed 

appointments for eligibility, prior to announcement (except Special Appointments as listed in Article X, 

Section 5^) 

3. They shall advise Grand Chapter committees on all questions of usage when requested, forwarding a 

copy of all such correspondence concerning the questions and interpretations to the Worthy Grand 

Matron. 
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A. The day, hour and place shall be specified in the by-laws and no business shall be 

transacted before the time stated. 

B. No meeting shall be postponed if a quorum is present. Seven (7) members including one 

(1) of the first four officers (Worthy Matron, Worthy Patron, Associate Matron and Associate 

Patron) shall constitute a quorum, unless the By-Laws shall prescribe a larger number. When 

there are not enough officers to fill all the stations the following must be filled: Worthy 

Matron (or Worthy Patron), Associate Matron, Secretary, Conductress, Chaplain, Warder and 

Sentinel. If one of the first four officers is not present, the chapter cannot be legally opened. 

C. Meetings shall be held in Masonic Halls if possible. 

D. All officers, if present, shall fill their regular offices and not relinquish their duties to 

another member without good and sufficient reason. Absent officers shall not appoint their 

own substitute. 

E. A change in a Chapter meeting place will require the vote of the Chapter and a 

dispensation from the Worthy Grand Matron. In the event of an unforeseen disaster, a 

dispensation may be requested without a previous vote of the Chapter. 

F. All Eastern Star communications shall be read in open Chapter. All correspondence 

submitted by a Subordinate Chapter for general distribution to other Subordinate Chapters 

regarding legislation shall be approved and signed by the Worthy Grand Matron. 
◘ 

 
Section 2. Special meetings may be called by the Worthy Matron or, in case of her absence or 
disability, by her lawful representative. All resident members shall be notified of such meeting 
and no business shall be transacted except that for which the meeting is called. 

A. Special meetings shall be opened and closed in regular form. If a stated meeting follows 
immediately, the special meeting may be closed with one (1) rap of the gavel and the stated 
meeting opened with one (1) rap of the gavel, provided the specified time for opening has 
arrived. 
B. Sunday meetings shall be restricted to open installation of officers only. 

 
Section 3. No business shall be transacted at a Chapter meeting unless there is a Charter or 
Dispensation, a Holy Bible and an American Flag present. 
In the event the Charter is lost or destroyed, a copy shall be requested from the Grand Secretary. 
 
Section 4. The Chapter shall be opened promptly at the hour specified in the By-Laws and in 
regular form. 
Short form opening shall be used no more than five (5) times by Chapters holding two (2) stated 
meetings per month and no more than three (3) times by Chapters holding one (1) stated meeting 
per month. This rule shall apply to the period between each annual Installation. 
 
Section 5. The five Star Point signs shall be given at every stated meeting. In the event of a Star 
Point Officer’s absence/vacancy, the signs should be exemplified by the Conductress or at the 
closing as stated in the Ritual. 
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Section 6. The initiatory work must be given or exemplified at least two (2) times during each 

Chapter year. Exemplification at the Worthy Grand Matron School of Instruction does qualify. 

 

Section 7. There shall be an annual meeting to host the official visit of the Worthy Grand 

Matron. Written invitations should be extended for "The official visit of the Worthy Grand 

Matron". The purpose of the official visit is to inspect all ritualistic work of the Order. If there is 

no candidate, the initiation ceremony shall be exemplified. 

 

Section 8. The Obligation, as specified in the Secret Work, and the General Regulations and 

Landmarks, as specified in the Ritual, shall be presented in open Chapter at least once a year. 

 

Section 9. The annual reports submitted at Grand Chapter, including the irregularities, questions 

and answers, as well as the adopted changes to the Idaho Code and Digest, shall be reviewed at a 

stated meeting, (no later than November 1) and the Worthy Grand Matron notified by the 

Chapter Secretary. 

 

Section 10. All members of a Chapter are entitled to vote on questions properly submitted. The 

vote shall be taken by a show of hands, unless a standing vote is requested. 

 

Section 11. Pictures must not be taken during any Ritualistic ceremony. The only exception is 

during open installation. 

 

Section 12. Newspaper publicity should be encouraged, however the name of a person who has 

petitioned a Chapter must not be made public. The membership list shall not be made available 

for the purpose of solicitation. 

 

Section 13. Chapter matters which should be kept secret shall not be discussed over the 

telephone, or in public places with non-members. 

 

Section 14. Political matters shall not be introduced or discussed. 

 

Section 15. Children over one (1) year of age shall be excluded from all stated, special or 

rehearsal meetings. 

 

Section 16. Lighted (open flame) candles and smoking are prohibited during the Chapter 

meeting. 

 

ARTICLE III 

ELECTION 

 

Section 1. Office seeking and electioneering for office are contrary to all Eastern Star principles. 

Nominations for elective officers may be made from the floor or a nominating ballot may be 

used. If there is more than one nominee, officers are selected by secret ballot. When there is only 

one nominee, election may be by acclamation.◘^ 
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Section 2. Election shall be held at the first stated meeting in April. The first eight (8) officers of 

a Chapter shall be elected by a separate majority ballot, excluding blanks (Refer to Section 1 of 

this Article^). After the election of the Worthy Matron other Officers are elected in the following 

sequence: Worthy Patron, Associate Matron, Associate Patron, Secretary, Treasurer, Conductress 

and Associate Conductress. Failure to elect at the prescribed time will require a special 

dispensation from the Worthy Grand Matron. 

 

Section 3. At the request of the presiding officer, a member elected to office should signify 

her/his willingness to serve. 

 

Section 4. Absent members should not be elected to office unless their willingness to serve can 

be ascertained before the election is closed. 

 

 

ARTICLE IV 

INSTALLATION 

 

 

Section 1. General regulations and detailed instructions for the installation of officers for open 

and closed installation may be found in the Ritual of the Order. 

 

Section 2. Members of a Chapter holding a current receipt for dues,**are eligible to hold any 

office in a Chapter. 

 

Section 3. Elective officers shall not be installed unless they hold a proficiency certificate. 

 

Section 4. Officers shall be installed within thirty five (35) days after election and shall hold 

office until their respective successors are installed. A Chapter failing to install the elective 

officers within the prescribed period must obtain a special dispensation from the Worthy Grand 

Matron. 
* 

Section 5. A sister or brother against whom charges have been preferred cannot be installed as 

an officer of a Chapter while same are pending. 

 

Section 6. Worthy Matrons and Worthy Patrons who serve once after installation are considered 

Past Matrons and Past Patrons. 

 

Section 7. The Worthy Matron shall receive in her charge, at the time of installation, the Charter, 

the Code and Digest governing this Grand Jurisdiction and the By-Laws of the Chapter. 
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Section 8. The standard form of required installation information shall be submitted to the 

Worthy Grand Matron, Associate Grand Matron, Grand Secretary and Grand Conductress within 

ten (10) days after installation. 
ARTICLE V 
VACANCIES 

 
Section 1.*Vacancies in an elective office may occur by one of the following: 
 A. Death, illness, injury or demission. 
 B. Advancement to fill a vacancy. 
 C. Moving from the jurisdiction. 
 D. Absent for three (3) consecutive meetings without good and sufficient reason.  * 
 E. Failing to appear within thirty-five (35)* days from the date set for installation, unless 

excused by a majority vote of the Chapter. 
 F. Suspension or expulsion. 

Resignation from an elective office is subject to one of the above reasons, and except in the 
event of death, must be in writing and accepted by the Chapter. A dispensation to elect and 
install an officer to fill a vacancy shall be granted by the Worthy Grand Matron. 

 
Section 2. Vacancies occurring in elective offices before November 1 shall require the 
following: 
 A. Vacancy declared at a stated meeting. 
 B. A dispensation from the Worthy Grand Matron to elect. 
 C. Notification to resident members of special election. 
 D. Election at a stated meeting. 
 E. Installation at either a stated or special meeting. 
 
Section 3. Vacancies occurring in elective offices after November 1: 
 A. The office of Worthy Matron and/or Worthy Patron shall be filled by the Associate  
   Matron and/or Associate Patron. 
 B. Other elective offices shall be filled at the discretion of the presiding officer. 
 
Section 4. The Worthy Matron may declare a vacancy in an appointive office at any stated 
meeting provided sufficient reason or circumstances exist. In the event such a vacancy occurs a 
dispensation from the Worthy Grand Matron is not required to appoint and install. 
 

ARTICLE VI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

 
Section 1. All officers shall review and conform to the instructions set forth in the Ritual of the 
Order, the Idaho Code and Digest and the By-Laws of their Chapter. It is their duty to memorize 
their ritualistic work. 
 
Section 2. The Worthy Matron shall: 

A. Preside at all meetings and see that the By-Laws of the chapter are implicitly obeyed. 
B. Have sufficient knowledge of parliamentary procedure to ably transact the business of the 
Chapter. 
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 C. Ascertain that the Chapter room is properly prepared for all meetings. 
 D. Appoint all non-elective officers and committees. 

1. ESTARL, Finance, Relief and Sick and Visiting committees shall be appointed at the 
time of installation and consist of not fewer than three (3) members each. 
2. Any other committees may be appointed as needed. 

E. Serve as ex-officio chairman of the Chapter Relief committee. She may request immediate 
relief for a needy recipient from the Worthy Grand Matron. 
F. Ascertain that the Request for Renewal of Benevolent Fund Assistance form is completed 
and returned to the Chairman of the Benevolent Board. (Refer to By-Laws, Article VI, 
Relief) 
G. Call special meetings and rehearsals when required for the good of the Order. 
H. Appoint a new Investigating Committee on a petition for membership if the original 
committee fails to report at the expiration of thirty (30) days and requests no further 
extension of time. 
I. In the event a petition for membership is rejected within the Chapter, or upon notification 
of a rejection from a concurrent Chapter within the jurisdiction, she shall immediately read 
Article 1, Section 5, Rules and Regulations for Subordinate Chapters. 
J. Ascertain that the proper returns are made and the per capita tax paid to the Grand 
Secretary. 
K. Sign the necessary reports submitted to Grand Chapter. 
L. Have the authority to examine the Secretary and Treasurer books. 
M. If a vacancy occurs in the office of the Secretary and/or Treasurer, assume charge of the 
books, secure a **financial review, and deliver the same to the duly elected successor. 
N. Have the authority to request a **financial review of the Chapter financial records by the 
Finance Committee. 

O. Sign all warrants, minutes and demits authorized by the Chapter and necessary reports 

submitted to Grand Chapter. 

P. Direct that the By-Laws of the Chapter be amended immediately to conform in accordance 

with the legislation enacted at each session of the Grand Chapter. 

Q. Review the annual Grand Chapter Reports of the Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand 

Patron, Grand Secretary, Grand Treasurer and Board of Trustees prior to November 1. 

R. Report on the previous Grand Chapter session by either delegate response, or review of 

the proceedings when received, in regard to membership status, charitable contributions, and 

other interesting activities. 

S. Consult with the Worthy Patron on all matters of importance. 

T. Determine the necessity of a co-signature with the Treasurer on the Chapter checking and 

savings account. 

U. Appoint a member to carry the flag if desired. 

V. Appoint an official prompter. She shall appoint the Associate Matron to prompt the 

Associate Patron during the optional lecture. 

W. Appoint members to fill offices pro tem, or ask any officer to fill another position pro 

tem. (Refer to Rules and Regulations Article V, Vacancies.) 

X. At the conclusion of the Chapter year, return to the Secretary all Chapter properties 

received at installation. 

Y. Welcome the new members and refer them to the Chapter Secretary regarding the current 

dues requirement. 

Z. Preside, or appoint a lawful representative, at any trial by the Chapter. 
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AA. Convene the Chapter and surrender the gavel to the Worthy Grand Matron when she 

shall visit the Chapter in an official capacity other than the annual inspection. 

AB. Be responsible for all planning of receptions or picnics held in honor of distinguished 

members. These meetings may be held on Sunday, and the formality of the occasion left to 

the discretion of the Chapter. 

AC. Be responsible for all arrangements regarding the installation of the incoming officers, 

giving courteous attention to the wishes of the Worthy Matron elect. 

AD. Plan an appropriate memorial in the event of the death of a Past Grand Matron or Past 

Grand Patron of this Grand Jurisdiction. Fitting memorials for Chapter members shall be 

given individually or annually. 

AE. In the event the Chapter dissolves, surrender the Chapter's Charter, paraphernalia, all 

Chapter records and monies to the Worthy Grand Matron. 

 

Section 3. The Worthy Patron shall: 

A. Preside during the ceremony of initiation and when invited by the Worthy Matron. 

B. Be responsible for one (1) copy of the Secret Work and any transfer shall be accompanied 

by a written receipt. 

C. Advise and assist the officers in their duties and the ritualistic work of the Order. 

D. Conduct the proficiency examination. 

E. Perform all other duties and exercise such powers as  prescribed by the Ritual of the Order. 

F. In the absence of both the Worthy Matron and Associate Matron, appoint any sister in 

good standing to fill the office pro tem, using a Past Matron if possible. 

G. Be responsible for violations of all laws of the Order by his Chapter. 

H. Report to the Chapter all demits, suspensions, expulsions and reinstatements from the 

Masonic Lodge of brothers who are members of the Chapter. 

 

Section 4. The Associate Matron shall: 

A. Perform the duties pertaining to her office, and in event of vacancy, absence or disability 

of the Worthy Matron, assume her station, powers and duties. 

B. Assist the Marshal in the preparation, removal and storage of the Chapter paraphernalia. 

 

Section 5. The Associate Patron shall: 

A. Perform the duties pertaining to his office, and in event of vacancy, absence or disability 

of the Worthy Patron, assume his station, powers and duties. 

B. Be responsible for one (1) copy of the Secret Work and any transfer shall be accompanied 

by a written receipt. 

C. Assist the Marshal in the preparation, removal and storage of the Chapter paraphernalia. 
 

Section 6. The Secretary shall: 

A. Have custody of the Chapter seal, affixing the same to all properly signed Dues Receipts, 

Demits,**Warrants, correspondence and all other official documents. 

 1. The Seal is Chapter property and shall be present at each meeting. 

 2. The Secretary, or the Secretary pro tem, is the only officer authorized to use the Seal. 

B. Properly record the proceedings of the Chapter, stating the official time of opening (when the 

Worthy Patron asks non-members to retire) and affixing the seal following Chapter approval and  
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signature of the Worthy Matron. The minutes shall indicate if a regular officer is present and 

acting pro tem in another position. Any special dispensation shall be recorded in full in the chapter 

minutes. Chapter minutes must not show whether the report of the Investigating Committee was 

favorable or unfavorable. Record in Chapter minutes when sojourning members exhibit a receipt 

for dues. 

1. Minutes may be recorded in a loose-leaf book..¤ 

2. The reading of the minutes may not be omitted at a stated meeting, unless the special order of 

business is used at the Official Visit. 

C. Prior to each stated meeting, confer with the Worthy Matron in regard to correspondence 

received (refer to Rules and Regulations, Article II, Section 1F)** and other business to come 

before the Chapter. Conduct all correspondence, under the supervision of the Worthy Matron, 

using the Chapter name and number. 

1. See Rules and Regulations, Article II, Section 7, when submitting invitations for the annual 

official visitation of the Worthy Grand Matron. 

2. Verify that the Request for Renewal of Benevolent Fund Assistance form is completed and 

mailed to the Chairman of the Benevolent Fund Board. (Refer to By-Laws, Article VI, RELIEF) 

D. Collect all monies due the Chapter, keep a correct account thereof, report at each stated 

meeting and pay promptly to the Treasurer taking a receipt for same. 

E. Inform new members regarding dues requirements. 

F. Issue warrants, signed by the Worthy Matron, to the Treasurer for sums authorized by the 

Chapter. 

G. Issue all receipts and membership cards, designating Chapter name, number and location. 

1. A dues receipt shall be issued to each Life Member and each Voluntary Prepaid Life 

Member by January 1 of each year. 

2. Two (2) receipts for dues (one for the current year and one for the delinquent year) shall 

be issued to reinstated members. 

H. Maintain a ledger sheet for each member, showing all transactions and pertinent 

information, including date of initiation and proficiency. This record must be kept in an 

inactive file when membership ceases. 

I. Upon receipt of signed By-Laws from a Chapter conducting a courtesy initiation enter on 

the membership roll the name of the member with the date of initiation, name and location of 

the Chapter conferring the degrees 

J. Under the seal of the Chapter request a courtesy initiation and provide a copy of the 

Uniform By-Laws properly filled out for the candidate to sign. This copy shall be returned to 

the Chapter for its records. 

K. Purchase from the Grand Secretary and have in her/his possession all official documents, 

such as Petitions, Demits, Certificates of Transfer, Rituals, Idaho Code & Digest, Uniform 

By-Laws and other supplies. 

L. On or before the 31st of January, forward to the Grand Secretary a statistical report for the 

preceding year, signed by the Worthy Matron and Secretary. Indicate fifty year, dual and 

voluntary prepaid life members and include¤ the per capita tax and International 

Headquarters** Fund monies. (Refer to Rules and Regulations^ Article XVII, Sec 1, C) 
M. Transmit to the Worthy Grand Matron, Associate Grand Matron, Grand Secretary, and 
Grand Conductress within ten (10) days after each installation, a typewritten list of the  
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Chapter officers, signed by the Worthy Matron and the Secretary. This report shall include 
date of election and installation, name and title of installing officer, mailing address, phone 
number and spouse's^ given name (where applicable) for all officers. 
N. Submit to the Grand Secretary immediately: 

1. Twenty (20) times the annual dues paid for VPLM, Memorial VPLM or Associate 
VPLM. (Refer to Rules and Regulations Article XVII, Sections 3, 4, and 5). 
2. The proceeds of all wills and bequests made to the Grand Chapter of Idaho. 

O. Send a copy of the changes to the Chapter By-Laws plus three (3) copies of the complete 
Uniform By-Laws, as amended from either Grand Chapter or Subordinate Chapter legislation 
to the Worthy Grand Matron. Two copies of the approved Uniform By-Laws are returned to 
the Chapter, one to be in the possession of the Secretary and the second one to be given to the 
Worthy Matron. Amendments initiated by the Chapter must be approved by the Worthy 
Grand Matron before becoming effective. The Secretary shall then update the official 
Chapter By-Laws book. This book should be available during initiation for new members’ 
signatures. 
P. Furnish a copy of the most recent approved Chapter By-Laws to the Worthy Grand Matron 
when she inspects the minutes. 

Q. Upon the request of a Chapter who has accepted a member with a Certificate of Transfer, 

immediately issue a demit and report at the next meeting. 

The Secretary must receive the demit of an Affiliated Member before she/he can sign the 

Chapter By-Laws, however failure to sign does not void membership. 

R. Verify that all petitions for membership are made out in regular form and accompanied by 

the proper fee and certificate, or its equivalent, of proper Masonic affiliation or relationship 

before reading them. All petitions must remain in her possession (except during balloting 

when the Worthy Matron has possession). If a request to have a petition removed and fee 

returned is made before the petition has been read to the Chapter the Secretary shall return 

the fee. 

Although the Chapter is under no obligation to return the initiation fee of the candidate who 

is elected but refused to receive the degrees, the Chapter should return the fee. 

Fees accompanying petitions must be deposited in the general fund of the Chapter as receipts 

of the meeting when petitions are read. 

S. Notify in writing by regular**or electronic mail, if desired by member: 

1. By September first, all members who will, on the thirty-first (31) day of December, be in 

arrears for the current year’s dues. 

2. All petitioners of the results of the ballot and, if rejected, immediately return the fee and demit 

or certificate of transfer if applicable. 

3. The Grand Secretary of a receipt of a petition for Dual Membership from another Grand 

Jurisdiction. The Grand Secretary shall ascertain whether the Grand Jurisdiction in which the 

membership is held permits dual membership. (Refer to Rules & Regulations Article XII,  

Section 5 E). In case of dual membership petitions from this or other Grand Jurisdictions: 
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(a) If the petitioner is elected to Dual Membership, the Secretary of the electing Chapter shall 

notify the Primary Chapter and the Grand Secretary of this Grand Jurisdiction 

(b) In case of suspension, expulsion, demit or death the Secretary shall notify the dual 

member's Chapter and the Grand Secretary. 

4. Notify the Grand Secretary of a Petition for Reinstatement from a previous member in Idaho 

suspended for non-payment of dues from a Chapter which no longer exists. State member’s name, 

name & number of former Chapter and year of suspension. Verification of previous membership 

must be received from the Grand Secretary before the petition may be read. (Refer to Rules & 

Regulations, Article XII, Section 6, B.) 

5. All requests for special dispensations from the Worthy Grand Matron when instructed to do so, 

assuring that sufficient time is allowed to accomplish the request before the annual session of 

Grand Chapter, including a fee of one dollar ($1.00) for the following reasons: 

(a) To elect and install officers out of time. 

(b) Change place of meeting. 

(c) Initiate within two (2) weeks of candidate election. (Refer to By-Laws and Rules, Article 

VII, Section 2, B, 2 (b). 

6. All requests for waivers from other Grand^ Jurisdictions when necessary. Reply must be 

received before ballot is taken. Out of state requests must be secured through the Worthy 

Grand Matron. 

7. The Worthy Grand Matron that the annual Grand Chapter reports have been reviewed. 

(Refer to Rules and Regulations, Article II, Section 9)^ 

8. As soon as possible, all deaths occurring in the Chapter to the Grand Chaplain. Upon the 

death of a Past Grand Matron, Past Grand Patron or Grand Officer, send a brief life history of 

the deceased to the Grand Secretary. (Refer to By-Laws and Rules, Article V, Section 15). 

9. All resident members of special meetings. 

10. The home Chapter of a visiting Member who has passed the proficiency test. 

11. On or before January 25, the Star Information Committee Chairman of changes in the 

Chapter Roster. 
12. The Golden Star Committee Chairman, of the names, addresses and birthdays of all  
new 50 year members, the names of deceased 50 year members, and any change of  
address of a 50 year member. 

T. At the last stated meeting in October, read the names of all members whose current year dues 
will be in arrears on December 31. On December 31 issue notices of suspension. 

U. At the first stated meeting in January of each year, report those members suspended for non-

payment of dues, and record the names in the minutes. 

V. Ascertain if the incoming Worthy Matron has the latest revision of the Ritual, Idaho Code & 

Digest and By-Laws of the Chapter. 

W. Provide the Idaho Code & Digest, the By-Laws of the Chapter, and the Secret Work for the 

Installing Officer to present to the proper officers at time of Installation. 

X. Provide the Worthy Patron, Associate Patron, Conductress and Associate Conductress with a 

copy of the Secret Work and record the receipt of same in the Chapter minutes. 

Y. Collect five dollars ($5.00) for International Headquarters** Fund from all initiated, affiliated 

and dual members and issue a certificate for same. Forward all monies to the Grand Secretary 

with the annual report. 

Z. Forward to the Grand Secretary, no later than April 1, all monies collected for the Benevolent 

Fund, ESTARL, Scholarship Fund and special projects. 
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AA. Distribute the complimentary proceedings of Grand Chapter as follows: One (1) copy for 

Chapter, one (1) copy for the Worthy Matron whose year coincides with her WGM. 

AB. Retain for Chapter use the complimentary copy of the Grand Chapter Membership Roster. 

AC. Deliver to the successor all Chapter properties in her/his possession. 

AD. In the event the Chapter dissolves, surrender all Chapter records to the Worthy Matron. 

AE. Immediately dispense all Benevolent Funds when received from Grand Chapter with 

consideration to the needs and anonymity of the recipients. 

AF. In the event of a merger, the subordinate Chapter Secretary receiving the Voluntary, 

Associate or Memorial Prepaid Life Membership shall inform the Grand Secretary and Grand 

Treasurer prior to December 31 of that year. 
 

Section 7. The Treasurer shall: 

A. Issue receipts for money received from the Secretary and deposit the money. 

B. Issue checks in payment of warrants received from the Secretary. 

C. Report annually, or upon request from the Worthy Matron, all receipts and disbursements. 

D. Keep an accurate account, in permanent books, of all transactions.  

E. Deliver to the successor all Chapter property and money in her/his possession. 

F In the event the Chapter dissolves, surrender all Chapter records and monies to the Worthy 

Matron. 
 

Section 8. The Conductress shall: 

A. Ascertain that all visitors have a properly signed receipt for dues at all Chapter meetings and 

the Worthy Grand Matron’s school of instruction. She shall greet all visitors, assist in having 

them sign the Visitors’ Register and see that they are introduced to the Worthy Matron and 

other members. If she cannot vouch for a visitor, she shall notify the Worthy Matron.◘ 

B. Instruct newly initiated members on or before the next meeting: 

 1. How to enter and retire while Chapter is in session. 

 2. How and when to use the reverent attitude. 
 3. Meaning of the raps of the gavel. 
 4. How to ballot. 
C. Instruct a proficiency class for members. A proficiency test should be taken within six (6) 
months from date of initiation. 
D. Be responsible for one (1) copy of the Secret Work and any transfer shall be accompanied 
by a written receipt. 
E. Assist the Marshal in the preparation, removal and storage of the Chapter paraphernalia. 

 

Section 9. The Associate Conductress shall: 
A. Assist the Conductress in: 
 1. Examining visitor receipts. 
 2. Instructing newly initiated members. 
 3. Preparing members for the proficiency test. 
 4. Introducing, whenever her assistance is needed. 
B. Assure proper preparation and location of the ballot box prior to a meeting in which 
balloting is likely to occur. The ballot box is placed at the North of the  pedestal in the East 
before the Chapter is opened. 
C. Assist the Marshal in the preparation, removal and storage of the Chapter paraphernalia. 

D. Be responsible for one (1) copy of the Secret Work and any transfer shall be accompanied 

by a written receipt. 
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Section 10. The Marshal shall: 

A. Prepare the Chapter room for all Chapter meetings, and at the close see that all 

paraphernalia is removed and properly stored. 

B. Present, or escort, the American flag when directed to do so. 
 

ARTICLE VII 

COMMITTEES 
 

Section 1. Scholarship: The committee shall consist of no fewer than three (3) members whose 

primary function is to develop activities to promote and increase the Scholarship Fund. The 

committee shall see that the Chapter makes an annual contribution to the Fund and will promote 

the Fund during the months of September, November or December. The Committee shall work 

in conjunction with the Scholarship Committee of Grand Chapter, distributing applications to 

qualified students and assisting them in attaining sponsorship of the Chapter.^ 
 

Section 2. ESTARL: The committee shall consist of no fewer than three (3) members whose 

primary function is to develop activities to promote and increase the ESTARL Fund. It shall see 

that the Chapter makes an annual contribution to the ESTARL Fund. Working with the District 

ESTARL Chairman, the committee will observe a period during February to promote ESTARL. 

The committee shall also distribute application to potential awardees and assist them in attaining 

sponsorship of the Chapter.^ 
 

Section 3. Examining: The committee shall consist of three (3) members, one of whom should 

be a brother -- preferably not officers. All should be thoroughly familiar with the secret work. 

They shall examine all visitors without proper avouchment. They must determine the eligibility 

of any member from New York, New Jersey, Scotland, the United Grand Chapter of Australia, 

or jurisdictions of the Prince Hall Affiliated Order of Eastern Star, verifying that the relationship 

to a Master Mason is in accordance with the Ritual of the General Grand Chapter and as 

recognized as regular Masons by the Grand Lodge of Idaho, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons. 

The committee must be satisfied that the visitor is a member. 
 

Section 4. Finance: The committee consisting of no fewer than three (3) members shall **review 

the Chapter financial records and report at the first meeting in June. Additional **reviews may be 

performed upon request of the Worthy Matron. 
 

Section 5. Benevolent: The committee consisting of no fewer than three (3) members whose 

primary function is to develop activities to promote and increase the Benevolent Fund. It shall 

see that the Chapter makes an annual contribution to the Fund. Working with the District 

Benevolent Chairman, the committee will observe a period during October to promote the Fund. 
 

Section 6. Investigation: The committee consisting of two (2) sisters and one (1) brother is an 
interim committee. They are appointed upon receipt of a petition for membership and discharged 
at the conclusion of their investigation of a petitioner. Their duty shall be to promptly and 
diligently: 

A. Investigate the character of the petitioner and eligibility requirements for membership as 

defined in the Ritual. 

B. Ascertain that the petitioner has resided within the jurisdiction of the Chapter for six (6) 

months prior to the date of the petition. 
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C. Waive residency requirements for petitioners serving in the military service of the United 

States or for students attending school outside this Grand Jurisdiction. 

D. The Brother shall investigate the eligibility of all petitioners for the degrees with reference 

to the Masonic relationship. The Masonic standing form must be completed and accompany 

the petition when presented by the committee. 

E. Sign the report before a ballot can be taken; however, in an emergency the Chapter may 

act if there are two (2) signatures on the report, provided the Brother has reported. 
 

Section 7. Relief: The committee consisting of not fewer than three (3) members of which the 

Worthy Matron shall be ex-officio chairman. They shall investigate all applications for relief 

made to the Chapter. In cases requiring immediate relief, funds may be drawn as established in 

the Chapter By-Laws. They shall assist applicants in applying to the Grand Chapter Benevolent 

Board in cases requiring additional benefits. 
 

Section 8. Sick and Visiting: The committee consisting of not less than three (3) members shall 

visit the sick and grief stricken members of the Chapter and other members of the Order. 
 

ARTICLE VIII 

FEES 
 

Section 1. The initiation fee for conferring the degrees shall be established by the Chapter By-

Laws but shall not be less than ten dollars ($10.00). 
 

Section 2. A member desiring a Voluntary Prepaid Life Membership (VPLM) shall be assessed a 

fee of twenty-one (21) times the annual dues of her/his Chapter. A member in good standing 

shall pay the fee before December 31 of the current year. 
 

Section 3. A fee of five dollars ($5.00) for the International Headquarters**Fund shall be paid by 

all petitioners for the degrees. In order that all Chapters show 100% participation dual members 

and affiliate members must also pay the fee of five dollars ($5.00). 
 

Section 4. No fee shall be charged for affiliation. 
 

Section 5. No fee shall be charged for reinstatement other than the required dues. 
 

ARTICLE IX 

DUES 
 

Section 1. Subordinate Chapters dues shall be set forth in their By-Laws. 

Dues may be pro-rated from the date of initiation; however, in no event shall they be less than 

the Grand Chapter per capita tax requirement. 

Section 2. Chapter dues extend from January 1 through December 31 of the same calendar year 

and payable in advance, without notice, and become due on January 1 of each year 

Section 3. Members failing to pay dues on or before the first stated meeting in March shall be 

considered delinquent and debarred from attending any Chapter other than their own in this 

Grand Jurisdiction until dues are paid or remitted. 
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Section 4. Any member failing to pay dues on or before December 31 of the same year shall be 

suspended from all rights and privileges of membership until reinstated. 

A. Members suspended for non-payment of dues and desiring reinstatement shall petition the 

Chapter and submit the equivalent of two (2) years dues. If rejected the amount paid shall be 

refunded. 

B. A member suspended for non-payment of dues cannot petition another Chapter until 

reinstated and issued a demit. 

C. If the suspended member's original Chapter no longer exists due to Merger or surrendering 

of Charter, previous membership must be verified by the Grand Secretary. 

Section 5. A Chapter may remit, for good cause, the dues of any member of the Chapter. 

A. Remission must be accomplished prior to December 31 of the current year by a majority 

vote of the Chapter. 

B. Grand Chapter per capita tax must be paid for each remitted member. 
 

ARTICLE X 

DONATIONS 
 

Section 1. Donations may be received from individuals and organizations to supplement charitable 

projects or Chapter expenses. 

A. Each Chapter shall make an annual contribution to ESTARL and shall promote ESTARL 

during February.^ 

B. Each Chapter shall make an annual contribution to the Benevolent Fund and shall promote 

Benevolent during October.^ 

C. Each Chapter shall make an annual contribution to the Scholarship Fund and shall promote 

the Scholarship Fund during September, November or December.^ 

Section 2. Donations to charitable or patriotic causes other than Eastern Star or Masonic purposes 

shall be left to the discretion of the Chapter. Necessary expenses and per capita tax shall be given first 

consideration. 

Section 3. Chapter solicitation and/or correspondence, whose sole purpose is for the raising of funds, 

shall be approved and signed by the Worthy Grand Matron and shall be printed with her approval and 

signature. 

A. Letters concerning the raising of funds for the ESTARL, Benevolent and Scholarship Funds 

shall not need the prior approval and signature of the Worthy Grand Matron. 

B. Letters to neighboring Chapters inviting visitation to their Chapter Meeting and participating in 

such special events, such as dinners, luncheons, money making projects and other events 

associated directly with Chapter Meetings shall not need prior approval and signature of the 

Worthy Grand Matron. 

Section 4. The giving of entertainments for profit is left to the discretion of the Chapter. 
 

ARTICLE XI 

EXPENSES 
 

Subordinate Chapter expenses shall consist of the following: 

 A. Per capita tax. 

 B. Chapter supplies 

 C. Fines: 

1. Two dollars and fifty cents ($2.50) per day for late submission of annual statistical report, 

up to a maximum of fifty dollars ($50.00). Annual Reports, properly signed and bearing the 
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bearing the chapter seal, not delivered or post-marked on or before the 31
st
 of January will 

be considered delinquent and subject to fine.¤ 

2. Two dollars and fifty cents ($2.50) per day for late submission of annual installation 

report, up to a maximum of fifty dollars ($50.00). Annual Installation Reports, properly 

signed and bearing the chapter seal, not delivered or post-marked on or before the tenth 

calendar day after chapter installation will be considered delinquent and subject to fine.¤ 

3. Five dollars ($5.00) for loss of each copy of the Secret Work. 

 D. Dispensations, as required. 
 E. Other expenses as defined in the By-Laws of the Chapter. 
 

ARTICLE XII 
PETITIONS 

 

Section 1. Membership in the Order of the Eastern Star is to be free choice, however prospective 
members who are eligible may be informed of their eligibility. 
 

Section 2. No publicity shall be given on petitions for membership. 
 

Section 3. All petitions for the degrees shall: 
A. Be made in writing, signed by the petitioner, with the full name and residence. (A Married 
woman shall include her full maiden name.) 
B. Require applicants to reside within the State of Idaho for six (6) months prior to the date 
of the petition, unless a waiver of Grand Jurisdiction is granted.^ 
C. State the current Masonic standing and relationship. 
D. Be recommended by two (2) members of the Chapter. 
E. Be accompanied by the required fee and certificate, or its equivalent, of proper Masonic 
affiliation or relationship. (Refer to Ritual, General Regulations, section titled Petitions) 
F. Be presented at a stated meeting, properly recorded and referred to an investigating 
committee. 

 

Section 4. All petitions for affiliation shall be: 
A. Made in writing, signed by the petitioner, with the full name and residence. (A married 
woman shall include her full maiden name.) 
B. No residence qualification is required. 
C. Recommended by two (2) members of the chapter. 
D. Accompanied by a demit, certificate of transfer or its equivalent from the chapter to which 
the petitioner formerly belonged. 
E. Presented at a stated meeting, properly recorded, and referred to an investigating 
committee. 

 

Section 5. A petition for dual membership shall be: 
 A. Made in writing, signed by the petitioner, with the full name and residence. 
 B. Recommended by two (2) members of the Chapter. 
 C. Accompanied by a certificate or letter of good standing. 

D. Presented at a stated meeting, properly recorded, and referred to an investigating 
committee. 
E. The Grand Secretary of this Grand Jurisdiction shall ascertain whether the Grand 
Jurisdiction in which the membership is held permits dual membership, before the petition 
for dual membership may be received. 

 

Section 6. A petition for reinstatement shall be: 
A. Submitted by a member suspended for non-payment of dues in the Chapter from which 
she/he was suspended, and does not require residence qualification or Masonic relation, 
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except that a brother must be an affiliated Master Mason in good standing. 

B. If the Chapter no longer exists due to Merger or Surrender of Charter, a petition may be 

presented to any Chapter, but previous membership in Idaho must be verified through the 

Grand Secretary. Verification must be obtained before petition may be received. All 

qualifications for residence, Masonic relation, dues and presenting petition, as stated in this 

section, will apply. 

C. Accompanied by one (1) year's delinquent dues and the full current year's dues. 

D. Presented at a stated meeting, properly recorded, and referred to an investigating 

committee. By-Laws do not need to be signed again, if reinstating in an original Chapter, 

however, they must be signed if reinstated as specified in B of this section. 
 

Section 7. A minimum of three objections, in open Chapter, by members in good standing is 

required to prevent the reception of a petition for membership. An objection against a petitioner 

can only be made by members of the Chapter in which the petition is received. 
 

Section 8. A petition may be withdrawn at the request of the petitioner, before the petition has 

been read to the Chapter, and the amount of the fee shall be refunded. 
 

Section 9. The petition and fee shall be returned and no ballot taken if the petitioner is found 

ineligible. 
 

Section 10. When the petition has been read and the investigating committee appointed the 

petition cannot be returned under any circumstances. 
 

Section 11. There shall be no physical disqualification for membership in the Order, except that 

a petitioner must be able to give satisfactory explanation of the signs and passes for the purpose 

of identification as a member. 
 

Section 12. An unfavorable report of the investigating committee shall not reject the petition 

without a ballot. If rejected, the amount of the fee shall be refunded. 
 

Section 13. If the Investigating Committee fails to report on a petition at the expiration of thirty 

(30) days, and requests no further extension of time, they shall be discharged by the Worthy 

Matron and a new committee appointed. 
 

Section 14. A rejected petition for the degrees shall not again be received by any Chapter in this 

grand jurisdiction within two (2) months after the date of such objection. 
 

Section 15. A rejected petition for affiliation may be renewed at any time and in any Chapter 

within the Grand Jurisdiction of Idaho and does not affect the standing of an applicant. The 

demit or certificate of transfer and the International Headquarters**Fund fee accompanying the 

petition shall be returned to the applicant. 
 

Section 16. A rejected petition for reinstatement may be renewed at any time in the Chapter from 

which the member was suspended. 
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Section 17. A Chapter may receive the petition of a person residing in another Grand 

Jurisdiction.^ 

 A. An Investigating Committee shall be appointed and waiver of Grand Jurisdiction 

requested through the Worthy Grand Matron of Idaho.^ 

 B. Said waiver must be received before the Investigating Committee reports and the ballot is 

cast.^ 

 C. A request for waivers from another Grand Jurisdiction shall be: 

1. To the Worthy Grand Matron of Idaho. 

2. In writing, bearing the seal of the Chapter, and stating name and address of the Petitioner. 

 

ARTICLE XIII 

BALLOT 

 

Balloting shall be governed by the Ritual and the following rules: 

A. Ballots on petitions for the degrees, affiliation and reinstatement shall be by secret ballot 

at a stated meeting. 

B. A properly prepared ballot box must contain at least six (6) black cubes and enough white 

balls in the open compartment to provide each voting member a choice. Should there be no 

choice at any time the Worthy Matron shall be notified and the ballot declared void. 

C. During balloting the ballot box shall be placed upon the Altar at the left of the Holy Bible, 

unless passed to voting members. 

D. Separate ballots may be taken on each petition or collective ballots on two (2) or more 

petitioners; however, petitions for affiliation and/or reinstatement cannot be combined with 

petitions for initiation. 
E. A clear ballot is necessary to elect. The ballot is considered clear if no more than two 
black cubes appear. 
F. The Sentinel, or member appointed to serve as Sentinel, will be the only one permitted to 
enter or retire after the Worthy Matron has instructed the Associate Conductress to take 
charge of the ballot box. No member present shall be excused from balloting. 
G. The use of more than one ballot box is prohibited. 
H. No ballot shall be taken upon a petition unless the Worthy Patron, or a Brother who is 
acting as Worthy Patron, is present to inspect the ballot box. 
I. A ballot once commenced must be continuous, without postponement or debate, and when 
completed must be declared and cannot be reconsidered, except as may be directed by the 
Worthy Grand Matron in case of an appeal. 
J. No one shall be permitted to examine the ballot except the Worthy Matron, Worthy Patron, 
Associate Matron and Associate Patron. After the ballot has been declared by the Worthy 
Matron she shall destroy the ballot, to prevent any member from inspecting it. 
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K. No inquiries or statements as to the reason of a member's ballot shall be permitted. Members 
are forbidden from disclosing how they voted, discussing the rejection of a petitioner, or 
informing a rejected petitioner whom they think cast the black cube. 

L. A member is justified in using the black cube only when she/he knows the petitioner is not 

of good moral character or may be a known trouble maker who would cause discord in the 

Chapter. The black cube is placed there for our protection and should never be used in a 

personal way nor for a dishonorable motive. The Golden Rule should be remembered when a 

ballot is cast. 

 

ARTICLE XIV 

INITIATION 

 

Section 1. The Chapter room shall be properly prepared for the ceremony of initiation before the 

meeting is opened, with all paraphernalia in place. 

 

Section 2. When there is only one candidate, the Conductress works alone, however if there is an 

uneven number of candidates a member may be used to form even couples. 

 

Section 3. An objection to prevent the conferring of degrees upon a candidate who has been 

elected must be made by at least three (3) members in good standing of the Chapter. The reason 

for each member’s objection must be filed, in writing, to the Worthy Matron no later than 

twenty-four (24) hours preceding the time appointed for initiation. The fact objections were 

made, and not the names of the objectors, nor the reasons, shall be declared by the Worthy 

Matron and entered upon the records of the Chapter. 

   An objection has the same effect as a black cube. Two (2) objections shall not debar the 

conferring of degrees. If one of the three objections is not removed, the fee must be returned and 

the petitioner may again petition the Chapter at the end of two (2) months. 

 

Section 4. Special meetings may be called by the Worthy Matron for the purpose of initiation 

without dispensation provided two (2) weeks have elapsed since the election of the candidate. A 

special dispensation may be obtained from the Worthy Grand Matron to initiate within two (2) 

weeks of election, provided three (3) days have elapsed. 

 

Section 5. Chapters may initiate candidates elected to membership in another Grand Jurisdiction 

only when instructed to do so by the Worthy Grand Matron of Idaho. Chapters desiring elected 

candidates to be initiated in another Grand Jurisdiction must make the request through the office 

of the Worthy Grand Matron of Idaho, giving all necessary information. The fee belongs to the 

Chapter in which the candidate was elected. 

 

Section 6. Chapters may initiate candidates elected to membership in another Chapter in Idaho 

upon request from that chapter. Chapters asking a courtesy initiation should do so under the seal 

of the Chapter. When a request for a courtesy initiation is received by a Chapter, said Chapter 

should make every effort to hold the initiation as soon as possible. 
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Section 7. Should any petitioner fail to appear for initiation, without good excuse, for six (6) 

months from date of election, the election shall be void and the fee forfeited. 

 

Section 8. When an applicant for the degrees is illegally elected and initiated by a Chapter, and 

is an innocent party to the transaction, she/he shall not be deprived of membership in the Order. 

 

ARTICLE XV 

DEMITS 

 

Section 1. A demit terminates membership in a chapter and certifies that the member was in 

good standing at the time it was granted. 

 

Section 2. Any member whose dues are current may request in person, or in writing, for a demit. 

It is not necessary to state the reason for requesting a demit. When a member has been adjudged 

of unsound mind, a relative or guardian may submit the request. 

 

Section 3. A request for a demit must be presented and granted at a stated meeting; a vote of the 

Chapter is not necessary and no fee is charged. 

   An objection against the granting of the demit is equivalent to charges against the applicant. 

The demit will be withheld until the next stated meeting and if charges are not preferred, the 

demit must be granted. 

   A member whose dues are paid to December 31 and who applies for a demit to be read at the 

first stated meeting after December 31, shall be deemed to be clear on the books and entitled to 

demit. 

 

Section 4. Duplicate demits may be issued to members upon request, but shall be so marked and 

reasons given for issuance. If a former member of a Chapter which has merged requests a 

duplicate demit, the existing Chapter Secretary may issue a duplicate, after verifying date of 

original demit.^ 

 

Section 5. A demitted member may petition the Chapter from which the demit was granted for 

affiliation. 

   The petition must be acted upon in the regular manner. (refer to Rules and Regulations,  

Article XII, Section 4) 

   If the petition is rejected the member may still visit the Chapter for one (1) year from the date 

the demit was issued. 

 

Section 6. A demitted member is not permitted to visit on a demit after one year from date of 

issuance, except to present a petition for affiliation. Visitors with demits must be properly 

vouched for, or pass a satisfactory examination, and present her/his demit in lieu of receipt for 

dues. 

   It is contrary to the precepts of the Order for any unaffiliated member to hold a demit for more 

than one (1) year without making an effort to unite with a chapter. 

 

Section 7. A demit may be presented at any time to accompany a petition for affiliation, 

regardless of when the demit was issued. 
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ARTICLE XVI 

CERTIFICATE OF TRANSFER 
 

Section 1. A certificate of transfer enables a member to transfer membership from one Chapter 

to another Chapter without losing membership. 
 

Section 2. Any member in good standing, who is not an elective officer, and desires to transfer 

membership to another chapter, may request a certificate of transfer. The request must be 

presented at a stated meeting and granted when requested if the member's dues are paid three (3) 

months in advance. A vote of the Chapter is not required or taken and no fee is charged. A 

certificate of transfer is void at the expiration of three (3) months, and the holder remains a 

member of the original chapter and responsible for dues. 
 

Section 3. A petition for affiliation accompanied by a Certificate of Transfer shall be acted upon 

in the regular manner. (Rules and Regulations Article XII, Section 4) 
 

Section 4. Upon election of the member into the chapter, the secretary of the receiving chapter 

will request a demit from the original chapter which is sent immediately and reported at the next 

stated meeting. (Article VI, Section 6, P). ◘ 
 

Section 5. Chapters are authorized to accept Certificates of Transfer from other Grand 

Jurisdictions. If a Grand Jurisdiction does not issue Certificates of Transfer or Certificates of 

Good Standing, the Chapter receiving the petition is authorized to accept the petitioner's current 

receipt for dues in lieu thereof. 
 

ARTICLE XVII 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

Section 1. Life Membership: Any Chapter may, at its discretion, elect to life membership any 

member of the Chapter under the following conditions: 

A. The honor shall be conferred only on members of the Chapter who have held fifty (50) 

years cumulative membership or have given meritorious service to the Order of the Eastern 

Star. 

1. The member must be in good standing. (Refer to Rules and Regulations Article 1, 

Section 3). 

2.  The member who it is proposed to honor must be a member of the Chapter conferring 

the honor. 

3. Chapters having dual members eligible for Life Membership shall verify qualifications 

with other Chapters involved before issuing a certificate. 

B. The name must be proposed in writing at a stated meeting, signed by at least two (2) 

members of the Chapter and voted upon at the next stated meeting. There must be a two-

thirds majority favorable vote to elect. 

C. A life membership shall be issued without cost to the member and will exempt the holder 

from payment of dues. The Chapter must pay the per capita tax. 
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1. If Chapter correspondence to a life member has been returned for two (2) years and 

that life member cannot be located, the Chapter secretary will so note “unable to locate” 

on the annual returns and the Chapter will cease payment of per capita tax on that 

member. 

2. If the life member is later located, the name will be added to the annual returns and the 

Chapter will pay the per capita tax beginning with the current year. 

D. A certificate of Life Membership shall entitle the member to an official receipt for dues, 

issued annually. 

E. Fifty Year Members, when receiving their pin, are entitled to Grand Honors one (1) time 

only.** 
 

Section 2. Dual Membership: This membership is available to all members of the Grand 

Jurisdiction under the following conditions: 

A. The member must be in good standing. (Refer to Rules and Regulations Article 1,  

Section 3) 

B. They may acquire membership in ONLY one other chapter in Idaho or any Grand 

Jurisdiction that permits such membership. 

C. A member of a Chapter of any Grand Jurisdiction that permits dual membership or a 

Chapter under the jurisdiction of General Grand Chapter, may acquire dual membership in 

one Chapter in this Grand Jurisdiction. Dual Membership is permitted with the Grand 

Chapters of New York, New Jersey, and Scotland providing the Masonic affiliation is in 

Order 

D. A petition for dual Membership shall be presented the same as any other petition for 

affiliation. (Refer to Rules and Regulations Article XII, Section 5) 

E. Dual members must pay dues in both Chapters. 

F. Dual members shall be entitled to all rights and privileges of membership in both chapters. 

G. Chapters shall pay per capita tax on all dual members. 

H. A member holding dual membership in this Grand Jurisdiction may demit from either 

Chapter without affecting her/his membership in the other Chapter. 

I. Suspension of a dual member for nonpayment of dues in either Chapter shall not affect 

membership in the remaining Chapter. If that loss of membership is in the primary Chapter, 

the secondary Chapter then becomes the primary Chapter. (Refer to Rules and Regulations 

Article VI, Section 6, S 3b) 

J. Suspension for other than nonpayment of dues, or expulsion, of a dual member from 

membership in either Chapter shall constitute loss of membership in both Chapters. (Refer to 

Rules and Regulations Article VI, Section 6, S, 3b) 
 

Section 3. Voluntary Prepaid Life Membership (VPLM): 

This membership is available to all members of this Grand Jurisdiction under the following 

conditions: 

A. The member must be in good standing. (Refer to Rules and Regulations Article 1,  

Section 3). 

1. A fee shall be assessed at twenty-one (21) times the annual dues of the Chapter in which 

a member desires the VPLM. One year's dues shall be retained by the Chapter and the 

balance sent to the Grand Secretary. 

2. The fee shall be paid before Dec. 31 of the current year. 
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B. She should be prepared to prompt the Associate Patron when appointed by the Worthy 

Matron. 

C. She does not step down to floor level during any part of the initiatory work, except to join 

the prayer circle. 

 

Section 4. The Associate Patron duties and powers are described in the Rules and Regulations, 

Article VI, Section 5. 

He does not step down to floor level during any part of the initiatory work, except to join the 

prayer circle. 

 

Section 5. The Secretary duties and powers are described in the Rules and Regulations, Article 

VI, Section 6. 

A. The Secretary stands when the Worthy Matron calls up the officers and remains standing 

during the opening and closing ceremonies, while the obligation is being given and when 

responding to the Worthy Matron. While reading the minutes, correspondence or other 

official items, the Secretary may be seated. 

B. The Secretary shall not record favorable or unfavorable opinions on any subject in the 

minutes. 

C. The Secretary shall not paste or pin communications or reports in the minute book. 

D. The solemnity of initiation or other ceremonies should not be interrupted by shuffling of 

papers or counting of money. 

E. The Secretary, or Secretary pro tem, has custody of the Chapter Seal and is the only 

officer authorized to use it. The seal is Chapter property and should be present at each 

meeting. The Seal shall not be used on unauthorized documents. 

F. A Secretary pro tem shall record and sign the minutes that she/he has taken. 

 

Section 6. The Treasurer duties and powers are described in the Rules and Regulations, Article 

VI, Section 7. 

 

Section 7. The Conductress and the Associate Conductress duties and powers are described in 

the Rules and Regulations, Article VI, Sections 8 and 9. 
◘ 

A. They enter and leave their stations on the East side. 

B. When the Conductress is directed to attend at the Altar during the opening and closing 

ceremonies, she advances to the marching line, then West to a point two steps or more (not 

more than four) beyond Esther's chair which permits her to make an acute angle and advance 

directly to the Altar. The Conductress does not assume the reverent attitude when entering 

the labyrinth, but does so after stepping back into the circle of Officers. She makes a slight 

bow to the Worthy Matron and proceeds in opening the Bible. 

   The Bible should be opened with three distinct movements. The Conductress should take 

the Bible and stand it on the back with a hand on each side; then opening it at the second 

chapter of Saint Matthew, laying down the right side, signifying the future; then laying down 

the left side, signifying the past; the open Bible signifying the present; then drawing both 

hands away into the salutation sign, being careful not to interrupt this movement to arrange 
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the Bible marker if it becomes disarranged. The salutation sign should be held long enough 

for these words to pass through the mind (IHSHSITEAACTWH). The Bible marker may be 

adjusted after the Salutation sign is given. 

   With face to the Altar, the Conductress steps back in the circle of officers midway between 

Ruth and Esther where she remains until after the Warder reports to the Worthy Matron. The 

Conductress should carefully observe the arc of the circle as it is incorrect to form a straight 

line with Esther in a central position. After the Warder reports to the Worthy Matron, the 

Conductress turns southwest, retracing her steps to the marching line, then East to her station. 

   In closing the Bible, the Conductress approaches the Altar in the same manner as opening 

the Bible. After giving the salutation sign she closes the Bible by taking up the left side first, 

thus shutting out the present, leaving the future; then bringing up the right side, shutting out 

the future; holding the Bible closed with both hands for a moment, meaning the past; then 

places the Bible in the center of the Altar, makes a slight bow to the Worthy Matron and 

steps back into the circle of officers where she remains until the Chapter is closed. 

C. When the Conductress is directed to open or close the Bible informally she shall follow 

the same line of march as  for formal opening and closing, but does not bow, use three 

motions or give the Salutation Sign to the Bible. 

D. The Conductress has full charge of the Bible at all times. 

E. The Associate Conductress shall inform the candidates, before entering the Chapter room, 

that they will be given a small Bible to hold at the Altar; also that they should not wear hats, 

gloves, carry purses, or other articles in their hands. She should answer necessary questions 

and instruct the candidates to do as directed during the ceremony of initiation. 

 

Section 8. The Chaplain when going to the Altar for prayer, on any occasion, shall advance West 

on the marching line to a point two steps or more (not more than four) beyond Esther's chair 

which permits her/him to make an acute angle and advance directly to the Altar. Upon reaching 

the Altar the Chaplain stands until the music ceases, and then should kneel (if physical condition 

permits) to offer the prayer. 

   The hands are not to rest on the Bible, but may rest on the edge of the Altar to assist in 

kneeling or rising. No arms or elbows are permitted on the Altar. 

   The Chaplain does not assume the Reverent Attitude when entering or leaving the Labyrinth, 

and no object should be carried to the Altar as the hands should be free to give the prayer. After 

completing the prayer, with face toward the Altar, she/he rises and steps back into the circle of 

officers, midway between Esther and Martha, and assumes the Reverent Attitude. Care should be 

taken to perfect the circular pattern. It is incorrect to form a straight line with Esther in a central 

position. The positions of the Star point officers, Chaplain and Conductress form an arc of a 

circle. 

   After the Warder reports to the Worthy Matron, the Chaplain turns northwest, retracing her/his 

steps to the marching line, then marches east to the Chaplain station. 

   The Chaplain assists in the draping of the altar. 

 

Section 9. The Marshal duties and powers are described in the Rules and Regulations, Article 

VI, Section 10. 

A. The baton should be carried in the right hand, the upper point near the left shoulder. When 

making a declaration it should be raised to a point just above the eyes. 
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Section 5. Grand Officers (Secretaries, Treasurers, Trustees or Lecturers) who are Past Grand 

Matrons or Past Grand Patrons should be escorted only once, in the group in which they wish to 

be recognized, and all titles given at that time. 
 

Section 6. Grand Honors should be given to a recipient of a Fifty (50) Year Pin at the time the 

pin is presented. The member should be escorted directly through the labyrinth to the East, pin 

presented, Chapter called up and Grand Honors given to the recipient. This does not apply to a 

member who has received her/his Fifty (50) Year Pin previously.** 
 

Section 7. Those not entitled to Grand Honors are presented back of Esther's station and the 

Chapter remains seated while they are introduced and extended a hearty welcome. The Worthy 

Matron says, "Sister Conductress (and Associate Conductress, if assisting), you will present 

our Grand Officers (or appropriate title) for introduction." 

 Grand Officers, Board of Trustee Members, Emeritus Members and Grand Representatives 

are presented back of Esther's station for introduction.  They may be seated in the East, or near 

East, as room permits. Grand Chapter Committee members and appointees, Worthy Matrons and 

Worthy Patrons, Golden Stars and other distinguished members may be escorted and greeted, or 

they may be introduced from the sidelines. 

 When the Conductresses are escorting members not entitled to Grand Honors, they follow the 

regular marching lines, meeting each other at a point behind Esther's station, taking one step 

back and turning, the Conductress proceeds to the North end and the Associate Conductress to 

the South end of the line. When in position, the Conductress says, "Worthy Matron, I have the 

honor to present Sister/Brother _______________, (give title) of the Grand Chapter of 

Idaho, Order of the Eastern Star." 

 The Worthy Matron shall extend a welcome and may give the Worthy Patron the opportunity 

to welcome the members, and then say, "Sisters and Brothers, you will join me in extending 

our Sister(s)/Brother(s) a hearty welcome." 

 The Worthy Matron will then say, "Sister Conductress (and Associate Conductress, if 

assisting), you will return the Grand Officers (or appropriate title) to the East (or near 

East). Or "Sister Conductress (and Associate Conductress, if assisting), you will return the 

Grand Chapter Committee Members (or appropriate title) to their places in the Chapter 

room." 
 

ARTICLE XI 

ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS 
 

The Worthy Matron (standing) says, "We are now ready for the regular order of business. 

The Secretary will call the roll and the Marshal will respond for the officers." The Marshal 

gives the name of any member serving pro tem. At the conclusion of the roll call the Secretary 

says, "The roll has been called, Worthy Matron."(Rap gavel) 
 

ARTICLE XII 

READING OF MINUTES 
 

Section 1. The Worthy Matron (standing) says, "The Secretary will read the minutes of our 

last stated, and any intervening meetings." If there are minutes of more than one meeting to be 

read, they should be read and acted upon separately. 
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 The Worthy Matron is seated while the minutes are being read and then rises and says, "You 

have heard the reading of the minutes; if there are no corrections they will stand approved 

as read. (Pause) Hearing none, the minutes are approved, Sister/Brother Secretary." (Rap 

gavel) Or if there are corrections to the minutes the Worthy Matron says, “The minutes are 

approved as corrected, Sister/Brother Secretary." The Marshal then carries the minute book 

to the Worthy Matron for her signature. 

 

Section 2. The reading of the minutes may not be omitted at a stated meeting, unless the special 

order of business is used at the Official Visit. 

 

ARTICLE XIII 

READING OF COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Section 1. The Worthy Matron (standing) says, "The Secretary will read the 

communications," All Eastern Star communications shall be read in open Chapter. (Refer to 

Rules and Regulations, Article 2, Section 1, F) 

 After the reading of the communications the Worthy Matron says, "If there are no 

objections, the communications will be answered by the Secretary, as directed, and placed 

on file. (Pause) Hearing none, it is so ordered." (Rap gavel) Should there be an objection the 

Worthy Matron says, "Please state your objection." 

 A vote is then taken on the objection. The Worthy Matron then says: "Are there any 

further objections?" and proceeds with the vote on the objection. 

 

Section 2. When a request for a Demit, or Certificate of Transfer, is read the Worthy Matron 

says, "If the Member's dues are paid as the law requires, and there are no objections, the 

request will be granted. (Pause) It is so ordered." (Rap gavel) If there is an objection refer to 

Rules and Regulations, Article XV, Section 3.       ^ 

 

Section 3. A Special Dispensation shall be read just before the order of business for which it is 

granted. 

 

ARTICLE XIV 

BILLS 

 

The Worthy Matron (standing) says, "Are there bills to be presented?" After the bills have 

been presented the Worthy Matron says, "You have heard the reading of the bills presented 

against the Chapter; if there are no objections, the same will be allowed and orders drawn 

in payment thereof. (Pause) Hearing none, it is so ordered." (Rap gavel) If there are 

objections to one or more of the bills they must be segregated and acted upon separately by vote 

of the Chapter. 
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Section 5. When the Associate Conductress gives her lecture to the candidates there should be no 

others present in the preparation room. She should instruct the candidates that they will be given 

a small Bible to hold at the Altar; also that they should not wear hats, gloves or heavy coats, or 

smoke in the Chapter room. The candidates are arranged in the order in which they are to march, 

taking into consideration size and height, so that their appearance in the Chapter room will be 

pleasing. All candidates must be conducted through the ceremony of initiation, unless physically 

unable. 

The Associate Conductress assists in lining up the candidates upon entering the Chapter Room. 

After the candidates are in proper position and facing north, she closes the preparation room door 

and then returns to the West end of the line. 

 

Section 6. The Worthy Matron hands the gavel to the Worthy Patron and invites him to preside. 

The Worthy Patron places the gavel on the pedestal. He then has control of the gavel until the 

ceremony of initiation is completed, unless the Worthy Matron is invited to finish the ceremony 

as provided for in the Ritual. 

 

Section 7. When the Conductress reaches the Altar, she causes the Candidate(s) to kneel. The 

Conductress takes the Bible in her hands, stands midway between the Altar and Electa's station 

and gives the instruction audibly, using the wording from the first paragraph of the Secret Work, 

while demonstrating the proper manner of holding the Bible. After the instruction is completed, 

the Bible is placed in the hands of the candidate from the right side with the Bible binding away 

from the candidate. The Associate Conductress, if assisting, stands midway between the Altar 

and Adah's station to demonstrate the proper manner of holding the Bible. When there are more 

than two candidates the Conductresses place the first Bible with the candidate nearest them, 

working toward the center of the Altar. Care should be taken to not put both arms around the 

shoulders of the candidates. When the obligation is completed the Conductresses remove the 

Bibles from the left side, starting with the members at the center of the Altar. The Bibles are then 

returned to the original position. If the Bibles are to be presented to the candidates they may be 

carried during the initiation. 

 

Section 8. The Obligation of our Order, voluntarily assumed, is perpetual and there is no release 

from its vows. The Worthy Patron calls up the Chapter and goes directly from his station to 

within two feet of the Altar. The Worthy Patron does not kneel at the Altar. He instructs the 

candidate by saying, "You will repeat after me the following" - - - 

 During the Obligation officers and members face the Altar and assume the Reverent Attitude. 

The Worthy Patron says, "Arise my Sister/Brother" to each new member as this is the first time 

the title of Sister or Brother has been conferred upon them. The Worthy Patron should be careful 

not to reach across the open Bible but he may reach across the corner of the Altar and assist the 

members to arise using the right hand only. After the Obligation, the term candidate is no longer 

used; we then use the terms "Member, Sister or Brother". When the Worthy Patron has 

assisted the new members to rise, he steps back from the Altar to a position within the labyrinth, 

directly between the Adah and Electa and says, "You are now received, etc." 

 The Conductress with the new members remain standing at the Altar at the close of the 

Obligation until the Worthy Patron returns to his station and seats the Chapter. 
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Section 9. The Diagram of the Labyrinth and the fine print in the Ritual must be studied very 

carefully for instructions in conducting the new members through the Labyrinth and to the Star 

point officers for their lectures. When reaching the station of each Star Point the Conductresses 

and new members stand abreast, the Conductresses on the outside, in a straight line until the 

Conductress has finished her presentation speech, after which the Conductresses may step back, 

thus allowing the Star Point and new members to form a triangle. If only one new member is 

initiated, the Conductress steps to the left of the Sister/Brother, thus forming the needed triangle. 

 

Section 10. Lectures of the Star Point officers should be delivered in an impressive manner and 

signs given in a graceful way, striving to fit the action to the words. Signs are held until the pass 

is given, Flowers or ribbons may be used for the explanation of the color. Unless the pedestals 

are behind the chairs,◘ the officer steps in front of her chair, talks about the color which may be 

presented to the new member. She then picks up the emblem with her right hand, allowing it to 

rest on her left palm, while explaining its significance. The officer waits until the Conductress 

has passed to the next station before she places the emblem back on her pedestal and is seated. 

 

Section 11. Flowers or ribbons, when presented to the new members by the Star Point officers, 

should be taken by the Marshal before the members are presented to the Worthy Patron. 

 

Section 12. In forming the Circle of Prayer, the Worthy Patron, Organist, Warder and Sentinel 

remain in their respective stations. The Star Point officers step back and circle their chairs to 

enter the circle, with Esther going entirely around her chair. The officers join hands as soon as 

the Chaplain has reached the Altar. The Chaplain remains standing upon reaching the Altar. 

When the officers have formed the circle (Refer to the Ritual) and joined hands, the 

Conductresses move forward with the new members to complete the circle. The Conductress 

joins hands with Adah and the Associate Conductress (if assisting) joins hands with the Worthy 

Matron. When the circle is completed the Chaplain kneels. All other members assume the 

Attitude of Prayer. When the Chaplain says the words "golden chain", the officers join hands 

with the new members and the joined hands are then raised shoulder high to signify links of a 

chain. When the Chaplain says "each link shall" the Worthy Matron's right hand is lowered first, 

then around the circle each officer dropping her/his hands into the Attitude of Prayer, and timed 

so that the Worthy Matron drops her left hand just as the Chaplain says "Amen". At the 

conclusion of the prayer all members assume the Reverent Attitude, the Chaplain rises and 

remains standing at the Altar facing East. The first verse of "Blest Be The Tie" shall be sung, 

after which the Conductresses proceed according to the Ritual. The remaining officers break the 

circle, after the Conductresses and new members are facing the East, and return to their stations. 

The Star Point officers return to their stations in reverse of coming into the prayer circle. 

 

Section 13. The Secret Work is exemplified by the Worthy Patron and the Conductress, the 

Conductress holding the sign until the pass is given. When the Cabalistic Word and the 

Cabalistic Motto are given, the Conductress should address the new members as this is 

instruction for them. The Worthy Patron does not repeat Secret Work #21^ at this time. The 

Conductress communicates the Grip of the Order to each new member, passing back of new 

member(s) to return to her position.¤ 
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Section 14. When it is time to sign the Official By-Laws book, the Conductress turns to the left 

with the new member. The Associate Conductress and others follow in the same marching order 

to the Secretary's desk. A Welcome Song is sung as the Conductresses and new members march 

around the Chapter room. 

 At the conclusion of the Initiation Ceremony the Worthy Patron seats the Chapter and returns 

the gavel to the Worthy Matron. 

 

ARTICLE XXIII 

INSTALLATION 

 

Section 1. The Ritual gives detailed instruction for installation of officers of Subordinate 

Chapters and this instruction must be followed exactly. (Refer to Rules and Regulations, Article 

IV) 

Only members of the Order of the Eastern Star may assist in any of the ritualistic ceremony. 

 

Section 2. The Worthy Matron retains her authority until the gavel is placed in the hands of the 

newly installed Worthy Matron. It should be the rule that the Worthy Matron, or a committee, is 

responsible for the planning of the installation ceremony, the program, decorations, refreshments 

and all items concerning the installation. (Refer to Rules and Regulations, Article VI, Section 2, 

AC) The Worthy Matron elect shall select the installing officers. 

 

Section 3. When the presiding officer calls the recess to prepare for the Ceremony of Installation 

the Bible is not closed and no one is permitted to cross between the East and the Altar. This 

recess is called for: 

 A. Placing the badges on the Altar. (only the Marshal shall enter the Labyrinth) 

 B. Arranging the chairs in a semi-circle in the West. 

 C. Allowing the officers time to make any necessary preparations. 

 

Section 4. Gifts and addenda are presented after the ceremony of installation is completed. 

Presentations of past officers' jewels are also made after the acceptance remarks of the Worthy 

Matron and Worthy Patron. 

 

Section 5. The officers are conducted to the Altar entering the labyrinth between Adah and Ruth. 

When the Installing Marshal has presented each officer to the Installing Officer she/he steps back 

slightly so that the officer stands alone at the Altar.  The baton may be placed on the Altar while 

the Installing Marshal invests the officers with their badges.  The Worthy Matron is invested 

with her badge and conducted to the North side of the Altar directly to the East and receives the 

Grand Honors. The Worthy Patron in the same manner on the South side. Escorts for the Worthy 

Matron are permitted between Electa's station and the East and for the Worthy Patron between 

Adah's station and the East. No escorts are permitted to enter the Labyrinth. The Conductress, 

Associate Conductress, each Star Point officer, the Warder and Sentinel shall turn slightly to the 

left to be invested with their badge, then, face East for the explanation of the badge. 

 

Section 6. The officers may follow the Marshal single file or when outside the labyrinth she/he 

may offer an arm to each officer. When escorting officers the Marshal should offer the arm 

which will bring the officer on the inside next to the Altar; the left arm should be offered to the 
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Worthy Patron, Secretary, Marshal, Associate Matron and Associate Patron, the right arm to the 

Worthy Matron, Chaplain, Treasurer and Organist (if the instrument is in the West, the left arm 

is offered to the Organist). 

 The Star Point officers, the Conductresses, the Warder and the Sentinel are always led single 

file to their stations. 

 

Section 7. When it is necessary to install elective or appointive officers at a later time, the 

following procedure shall be followed: 

A. The Installing Marshal presents the officer to be installed at the Altar. 

B. The Installing Officer gives the Obligation and the charge for the officer. 

C. The Installing Marshal invests the officer with the badge of office. 

D. The Installing Officer gives the explanation of the badge. 

E. The Installing Marshal escorts the officer to her/his station. 

F. The proclamation is given at the Altar or from the Marshal's station. 

 

ARTICLE XXIV 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Section 1. All business is conducted according to Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised, or as 

otherwise stated in the Idaho Code and Digest. 

 

Section 2. The nature of this order of business will be determined by the Chapter and must be 

conducted at the discretion of the Worthy Matron. All communications requiring action by the 

Chapter are disposed of under this order of business. Members should be prompt in assisting the 

Worthy Matron of disposing with Chapter business, and should vote upon all questions. 

 

Section 3. The Proficiency Test is given in the Chapter room under this order of business. 

 

Section 4. Only one person should occupy the floor at a time. A member may rise to ask a 

question or answer a question while another has the floor, but when someone is speaking, 

reading or reporting, all should be seated. Anyone who stands while another has the floor is out 

of order, and is not entitled to recognition. 

 The chair should follow the parliamentary ruling and recognize the one who rises first. A 

member may speak twice on the same question, provided no one else desires to do so at the time. 

 

Section 5. A majority vote means more than half, or one vote over the one-half mark (½) of 

those voting, provided a quorum is present. Two-thirds vote means two-thirds (2/3) of the 

number voting. A vote by show of hands may be taken unless a standing vote is requested. 

 The voting sign of the Order is the up-lifted right hand. There are two times when a presiding 

officer may vote:  when a vote is by ballot or when it is necessary to decide a tie. 

 

Section 6. The procedure of dealing with new business introduced by a motion or a resolution is 

as follows: 

 A. Obtain the floor (Member rises and addresses the presiding officer). 

 B. Make the motion ("I move that ....."). 
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C. Second the motion (A member, without rising or addressing the chair says, "I second the 

motion." If the motion is not seconded, the presiding officer may say, "There being no 

second, the motion is not before the Chapter." 

 D. The motion is stated by the chair ("It is moved and seconded that ...."). 

 E. Discussion - Speakers must 

1. Be entitled to the floor. 

2. Address their remarks to the chair, be courteous and avoid all personalities. 

3. Confine discussion to the question pending. 

F. Call for the vote. ("All of those in favor of the motion as stated vote by the voting sign 

of the Order" (Pause) "Those opposed vote by the same sign"). If the result of the vote is 

doubtful, the chair calls for a standing vote -- first for the affirmative, then the negative. 

 G. Announce the vote (When the vote is a tie, the motion is lost, unless the presiding officer 

votes in the affirmative in order to carry the motion.) 

 

ARTICLE XXV 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

 

Section 1. The Worthy Matron shall appoint two or more members to act as tellers, who will 

distribute the ballots. She may ask the Worthy Patron to preside for the election. The presiding 

officer has the members, eligible to vote, count off to determine the exact number voting. If the 

number of voting members present changes during the election, a new count must be taken. 

 

Section 2. An election is determined by a majority vote.◘ The presiding officer shall announce 

the name of the office to be filled. The tellers will then proceed to collect the ballots. When all 

have voted, the presiding officer shall declare the ballot closed. (Rap gavel) The ballots are 

counted by the tellers at the Secretary's desk, the Secretary keeping tally. The result of the ballot 

shall be declared by the presiding officer. (Refer to Rules and Regulations, Article III for 

nomination procedure^) 

 

ARTICLE XXVI 

GOOD OF THE ORDER 

 

Section 1. This order of business is unique to each Chapter. Entertainment may be given under 

this order of business for members. Should guests be invited, the Chapter preferably should be 

closed in regular form before proceeding with the program; a recess may be declared and the 

Bible closed to admit non-members. However, when the guests have departed, the Worthy 

Matron must have the Associate Matron vouch for all present before reopening the Bible. 

 

Section 2. When there are several distinguished members present, at a stated meeting, it is not 

necessary to ask each one to speak. The Worthy Grand Matron and/or Worthy Grand Patron are 

always given the courtesy to speak, then, one other member may speak for the other 

distinguished members. It is customary to recognize the highest member present. 

 

 

 

 

 
◘2009, ^2010 
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ARTICLE XXVII 

DRAPING THE ALTAR 

 

The Worthy Matron instructs the Secretary to read the memorial tributes received from the 

Grand Secretary for deceased Past Grand Matrons and/or Past Grand Patrons. 

 The Worthy Matron says, "Sisters Conductress and Associate Conductress, you will 

drape the Altar. Sister/Brother Chaplain, you will assist". 
 The Chaplain goes to the Altar in the usual manner, lifts the open Holy Bible from the Altar 

and holds it while the Conductresses advance directly to the Altar. The Conductress carries an 

appropriate drape and, with the assistance of the Associate Conductress, places it reverently over 

the Altar. The Chaplain returns the open Bible to its proper position and the three officers back 

away from the Altar and take their stations. The Chapters are at liberty to elaborate on this as 

they see fit. 

 Chapters shall honor their own deceased members in the same manner at any appropriate 

time. There shall be no interruptions during the memorial service. This shall be the last order of 

business before closing, in order to retain the solemnity of the occasion. 

 

ARTICLE XXVIII 

CLOSING 

 

Section 1. Closing of the Chapter shall be according to the instructions in the Ritual. The 

Chaplain and Conductress shall follow the same instructions in the performance of their duties as 

stated for the opening ceremony. (Refer to Book of Instruction, Article IV, Sections 7 and 8) 

 

Section 2. The Worthy Matron may extend the courtesy of the closing farewell to the Worthy 

Grand Matron or other distinguished member. 

 

Section 3. The Chapter is at liberty to choose any closing march. 

 

ARTICLE XXIX 

PROFICIENCY 

 

Section 1. Members should pass a proficiency examination within six months after initiation. 

(Refer to Rules and Regulations, Article IV, Section 3, and Book of Instructions, Article XXIV, 

Section 3) Visiting members may take the Proficiency Test and the Secretary shall notify in 

writing the visitor's home Chapter. 

 

Section 2. The examination should be given in open Chapter. By a majority vote of the Chapter, 

the examination may be given in the preparation room. If the examination is given in the 

preparation room it must be conducted in the regular manner in the presence of the Worthy 

Patron, the Conductress and the Associate Conductress. This action shall be reported to the 

Chapter (under new business) and the Proficiency Certificate(s) granted. 

 

Section 3. All members should be able to give the entire examination, but if a class is examined 

the work may be divided. One member may repeat the wording but all members of the class must 
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exemplify the Signs and Grip of the Order. The pass is to be repeated in unison. The Secret Work 

must not be copied. 

 

Section 4. Form of the test shall be as follows: 

 Worthy Matron: "Are there members prepared to pass the proficiency test?" 

 Conductress: "There are, Worthy Matron." 

Worthy Matron: "Worthy Patron, it is with pleasure that I invite you to preside." (Hands 

gavel to the Worthy Patron) 

 Worthy Patron: "Sister Conductress, you will present these members." 

(The Conductress escorts the members to the West forming a semi-circle, facing East, in 

front of the station of the Associate Matron.) 

Conductress: "Worthy Patron, it is with pleasure that I introduce the following 

members who are prepared to take this examination." 

  (Give full name of each member.) 

 Worthy Patron: "My Sister(s)/Brother(s), you will retire and re-enter." 

(All members and the Conductress give the Salutation Sign. The response is made by the 

Worthy Patron. All retire, and re-enter in regular form.) 

 Worthy Patron: "I shall ask _________ to conduct this examination." 

(Either the Conductress, Associate Conductress or a member may conduct this examination. 

The door is opened in regular form. Led by the Conductress the members form a line in the 

West and give the Salutation Sign.) 

 Worthy Patron: "Sister/Brother ________, you will proceed with the examination." 

(If someone other than the Conductress gives the examination, the Conductress returns to 

her station and the member should take a position in the West facing the members of the 

class and proceed with the examination as follows) 

 Question: "You shall repeat the Test Oath." 

 Answer: (Test Oath may be found in the Ritual.) 

 Question: "AYAMOTES" (Secret Work #17.) 

Answer: (Continue as the Conductress and the Worthy Patron do in initiation, Secret Work 

#17.) 

 Question: "You will repeat the Obligation." 

 Answer: (All repeat in unison.) 

 Question: "Give the name, sign, pass and color of each point." 
Answer:  (Begin as per Ritual:  "The first is, etc. on pages 81 and 82. Continue from pages 
62-75 for sign, pass, and color.) The answer for the color is the complete sentence or 
paragraph that the Star Point Officer gives during initiation. 

 Question:  "Give the Salutation Sign." 
 Answer:  "This sign is given by members", etc. (Secret Work #18^). 
 Question: "Give the Grip of the Order." 
 Answer: (One member repeats the Secret Work #19^ and all participants give the Grip to the 

member conducting the examination.) 
 Question: "You will give Grand Honors." 
 Answer: (All give Grand Honors.) 
 Member conducting the examination: "Worthy Patron, this concludes the examination." 

Worthy Patron: "If there are no objections, the Certificate(s) of Proficiency will be 
granted." 
 
 

^2010 
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ARTICLE XXX 
AT EASE OR RECESS 

 
Section 1. The Worthy Matron may declare the Chapter "At Ease" to permit the officers or 
members to take part in any ceremony. This does not allow members to enter or retire except in 
regular form. If officers or members are to cross between the Altar and the East, or to enter the 
Labyrinth, the Bible must be closed informally. This can be done by the Conductress at the 
request of the presiding officer. 
 
Section 2. The Worthy Matron may declare a "Recess" during which time the Bible is closed 
informally and members are free to enter or leave.  Non-members may enter for the purpose of 
giving entertainment at this time. At the close of "Recess" the Associate Matron must vouch for 
all present. 

 

Section 3. The Bible is not closed during the recess for the preparation of Installation of Officers. 

(Refer to Book of Instructions, Article XXIII, Section 3) 

 

ARTICLE XXXI 

SUBORDINATE CHAPTER BY-LAWS 

 

Section 1. Changes made in the By-Laws of a Chapter must be presented in writing at a stated 

meeting, signed by two members of the Chapter, read and held over until the next stated meeting. 

After the second reading a two-thirds (2/3) vote is required for adoption. Amendments do not 

become effective until approved by the Worthy Grand Matron. (Refer to Rules and Regulations, 

Article VI, Section 6, O) 

 

Section 2. When the Grand Chapter enacts legislation requiring a change in the By-Laws of 

Subordinate Chapters, the Secretary may prepare any amendments as may be necessary, read it at 

the next stated meeting and send it to the Worthy Grand Matron for approval. The amendment 

takes effect from the date of adoption by the Grand Chapter. 

 Chapters may purchase any number of copies of the Uniform By-Laws from the Grand 

Secretary. 

 

ARTICLE XXXII 

AMENDMENTS 

 

Section 1. All propositions to amend the Book of Instructions shall be introduced in writing, 

signed by two (2) members of this Grand Chapter and received by the Grand Secretary no later 

than March 25th prior to the annual Grand Chapter session. If adopted by a two-thirds (2/3) vote 

they shall become a part of the Book of Instructions. 

 

Section 2. This book of Instructions shall not be suspended except by unanimous consent of the 

Grand Chapter. 
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GRAND REPRESENTATIVES: IX     23 
 Other Grand Jurisdictions VII  6, B, 15, 16  20 
HONORARY MEMBERSHIP: 
 Grand Chapter V  3     7 
  Submit to Gr. Secretary X  3, B   30 
 Subordinate Chapters  XVII  6   57 
JOINT OFFICIAL VISITATION VII  2, B, 1   16 
INITIATION: 
 Annual Requirement II  6   38 
 Before Two weeks XIV  4   53 
 Circle of Prayer XXII  12   84 
 Courtesy Request Received XIV  6   53 
 Courtesy Requested VI  6, I, J   43 
 Out of State XIV  5   53 
 Illegal XIV  8   54 
 Inspection by WGM VII  2, B, 1   16 
 Instruction by Conductress VI  8, B   46 
 Information by Assoc. Cond. IV  7, E   68 
 Objection to XIV  3   53 
 Preparation II  1, A   64 
 Special Dispensation XIV  4   53 
 Subordinate Chapter Rules XIV  1   53 
 Subordinate Chapter Instruction XXII  1   82 
 Time Limit XIV  7   54 
 Worthy Patron Presides XXII  6   83 
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INSTALLATION: 
 Grand Chapter (See Ritual Page 127) 
 Bible not closed   3   85 
 Form Submitted by Secretary IV  8   40 
   VI  6, M   43 
 Open by vote of Chapter (See Ritual Page 96) 
 Only members assist XXIII  1   85 
 Out of time procedure XXIII  7   86 
 Special Dispensation IV  4   39 
 Subordinate Chapter Rules IV     39 
 Subordinate Chapter Instruction XXIII  1   85 
INSTITUTION OF CHAPTERS:  XX     59 
 Report of WGP XX  3   60 
INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTERS FUND: 
 Affiliated & Dual Members VIII  3   48 
 Annually to Grand Secretary VI  6, Y   45 
 Fee VIII  3   48 
INTRODUCTIONS: 
 Escorted Once X  5   77 
 Formal Required X  3   76 
 Of Visitors X  2   75 
 Subordinate Chapter Instruction X     75 
INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE: 
 Duty of  VII  6   47 
 Failure to report XII  13   51 
 Personnel of VII  6   47 
 Unfavorable report XII  12   51 
JEWELS: 
 Worthy Grand Matron V  2   13 
 Worthy Grand Patron V  3   14 
JURISDICTION: 
 Grand Chapter III  3     6 
 Subordinate Chapters I  6   36 
 Subordinate Chapters Concurrent I  6   36 
 Waivers XII  17   51 
  Out of State XII  17, B   52 
LABYRINTH CHART: 
 Conducting new members XXII  9   84 
LANDMARKS: 
 Annual Reading Requirement II  8   38 
LAWS: (Suspension by unanimous consent) 
 Grand Chapter By-Laws and Rules I  2   35 
 Subordinate Chapter: 
  Book of Instruction XXXI  2   90 
  Rules & Regulations XXIV  2   62 
 Penal Code XV  2   98 
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MEETINGS: 
 Grand Chapter Annual Session VI  1     7 
 Grand Chapter Special Session VI  3     8 
 Subordinate Chapter - Legal II  1, B   37 
 Subordinate Chapter - On Sunday II  2, B   37 
 Subordinate Chapter - Short Form II  4   37 
 Subordinate Chapter - Special II  2, A   37 
 Subordinate Chapter - Stated II  1   36 
MEMBERSHIP:  
 Affiliation XII  4   50 
 By Degrees XII  3   50 
 Dual Membership XVII  2   56 
   VI  6, S, 3   44 
 Forfeiture XI  1   95 
 Golden Stars XVII  1   55 
 Grand Chapter V  1     6 
 Honorary XVII  6   57 
 In Good Standing I  3   35 
 Life Membership XVII  1   55 
 Life Member - 50 Yr/Meritorious XVII  1, A   55 
 Loss of Masonic I  4, D   36 
 No Physical Disqualification XII  11   51 
 Roster XIII     33 
   VI  6, AB   46 
 Subordinate Chapter - Deprived of I  4, C   36 
 Subordinate Chapter - Suspension IX  4   49 
 Termination by Demit XV  1   54 
 Voluntary Prepaid Life Membership XVII  3   56 
MEMORIAL: 
 By Grand Chaplain VII  10, C   21 
 Contribution by Grand Chapter V  15   15 
 Grand Chapter/Altar Draped III  1   11 
 Grand Chapter/Memorial III  1   11 
 Pages in Annual Proceedings II  2, D   33 
 Sub. Chapter/Altar Draped XXVII     88 
 Subordinate Chapter/Memorial VI  2, AD   42 
MERGER OF CHAPTERS: XIX     58 
 Granted & Attested XIX  1, M   59 
MINOR CHILDREN: 
 Appropriations - Benevolent Board VI  1   15 
 Attend Meetings & Practices II  15   38 
MINUTES: 
 Contents and Reading VI  6, B   43 
 Exception of Reading VI  4   71 
 Read at Grand Chapter VII  6, A, 2   18 
 Read at Stated Meeting XII  1   77 
 Record of Suspension VI  6, U   45 
 Record of Secret Work VI  6, X   45 
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NEW BUSINESS XXIV     86 
NOMINATIONS: 
 Board of Trustees XI  2, B   32 
 Board of Trustees Procedure VIII  3, C     8 
 Grand Chapter Officers XI  2   31 
 Grand Chapter Procedure XI  2, A, 2 & 4  32 
 Nominating Ballot XI  3   32 
   III  1   38 
NON-PAYMENT OF DUES: 
 Delinquent IX  3   49 
 Reinstatement XII  6   50 
 Suspend for NPD IX  4   49 
NOTICE: (by Secretary) 
 Dual Membership VI  6, S, 3   44 
 Of Dues VI  6, S, 1   44 
 Of Installation IV  8   40 
 Of Rejection VI  6, S, 2   44 
 Of Special Election V  2   40 
 Of Special Meeting II  2, A   37 
 Of Special Session VI  3     8 
 Of Suspension VI  6, S, 3b; T  45 
 To Grand Chaplain VI  6, S, 8   45 
 To Petitioner VI  6, S, 2   44 
 To WGM, review annual report VI  6, S, 7   45 
OBLIGATION: Instruction XXII  8   83 
 Annual Requirement II  8   38 
OBJECTION: 
 to Grant Demit XV  3   54 
 to Initiation XIV  3   53 
 to Petition XII  7   51 
 to Visitor XVIII  2   58 
OFFICERS: 
 Grand Chapter - Duties VII     16 
 Grand Chapter - Gen. Information VII  1   16 
 Gr. Chapter-Hold concurrent office IV  5   39 
 Worthy Grand Matron VII  2   16 
 Worthy Grand Patron VII  3   17 
 Associate Grand Matron VII  4   18 
 Associate Grand Patron VII  5   18 
 Grand Secretary VII  6   18 
 Grand Treasurer VII  7   20 
 Grand Conductress VII  8   21 
 Associate Grand Conductress VII  9   21 
 Grand Chaplain VII  10   21 
 Grand Marshal VII  11   21 
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OFFICERS cont.: 
 Gr. Star Points - Gen. Information VII  1   16 
 Grand Sentinel VII  12   21 
 Grand Chapter Vacancies X       9 
 Subordinate Chapter - Duties VI  1   40 
 Sub. Chapter - Gen. Information III     65 
 Sub. Ch.- Hold concurrent office XVII  2, F   56 
 Worthy Matron VI  2   40 
  Instruction IV  1   66 
 Worthy Patron VI  3   42 
  Instruction IV  2   66 
 Associate Matron VI  4   42 
  Instruction IV  3   66 
    Associate Patron VI  5   42 
  Instruction IV  4   67 
 Secretary VI  6   42 
  Instruction IV  5   67 
 Treasurer VI  7   46 
  Instruction IV  6   67 
 Conductress VI  8   46 
  Instruction IV  7   67 
 Associate Conductress VI  9   46 
  Instruction IV  7   67 
 Chaplain - Instruction IV  8   68 
 Marshal VI  10   47 
  Instruction IV  9   68 
 Organist - Instruction IV  10   69 
 Star Points - Instruction IV  11   69 
 Warder - Instruction IV  12   69 
 Sentinel - Instruction IV  13   70 
  Instruction for Initiation XXII  4   82 
 Required for Subordinate Meeting II  1, B   37 
 Subordinate Chapter Vacancies V  1   40 
OFFICIAL VISIT: 
 Joint VII  2, B, 1   16 
 Order of Business VI  4   71 
 Worthy Grand Matron II  7   38 
OPENING OF THE CHAPTER VIII     72 
ORDERS OF BUSINESS VI  2, 3, 4   71 
ORGANIZATIONS: 
 Auxiliary I  12   36 
 Youth Organization Endorsement I  11   36 
PAST MATRON & PAST PATRON: 
 Defined V  7   39 
PARAPHERNALIA: 
 Grand Chapter VII  5, B   18 
 Subordinate Chapter II     64 
PENAL CODE - Instructions      98 
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PER CAPITA TAX: 
 Failure to pay I  1, E   35 
 on Honorary Members XVII  6   57 
 to Grand Chapter IV  1, A   12 
 on Life Members - 50 year XVII  1, A   55 
PERPETUAL & IRREDUCIBLE FUNDS: XI     10 
PETITIONS: 
 Affiliation XII  4   50 
 Degrees XII  3   50 
 Dual Membership XII  5   50 
 Fee Deposited VI  6, R   44 
   XIV  3   53 
 New Chapter XX  1, A   59 
 Objection to XII  7   51 
 Reinstatement XII  6   50 
 Rejection XII  14, 15, 16  51 
 Verification of qualifications VI  6, R   44 
 Withdrawal of XII  8   51 
POWERS: 
 General Grand Chapter III  2     6 
  Allegiance to III  1     6 
 Grand Chapter IV       6 
 Subordinate Chapter I  2   35 
  Discipline I  4   35 
PREAMBLE:        5 
PRINTED MATERIALS: 
 Must be approved by WGM X  3   49 
 Official Gr. Chapter Proceedings XII     33 
  Roster of Membership XIII     33 
PROCEDURE: 
 Grand Chapter 
  Robert's Rules of Order III  5   12 
 Subordinate Chapter 
  Robert's Rules of Order I  10   36 
PROCEEDINGS OF GRAND CHAPTER: 
 Compiled by XII  1   33 
 Distribution XII  4   33 
   VI  6, AA   45 
 Memorial II  2, D   33 
PROFICIENCY:  
 Certificate XXIX  2   88 
 Conducted by XXIX  4   89 
 Form for test XXIX  4   89 
 Notify home chapter VI  6, S, 10  45 
 Required - Elective Officer III  3   39 
 Take within six months VI  8, C   46 
 Under New Business XXIV  3   86 
 Worthy Patron Presides XXIX  4   89 
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PROHIBITIONS: 
 Children at meetings II  15   38 
 Do not enter Labyrinth I  13   64 
 Electioneering III  1   38 
 Hat and gloves I  7   63 
 Holding office in two Chapters XVII  2, F   56 
 Meeting Postponement II  1, B   37 
 Open Flame Candles II  16   38 
 Pictures taken   11   38 
 Political Discussion   14   38 
 Publicity of Petitioners   12   38 
 Roster for Commercial Use XIII  2   34 
 Smoking in Chapter Room I  8   63 
 Subordinate Chapter Nominations III  1   38 
 Transfer of VPLM Funds XVII  J   57 
 Visit with old Demit XV  6   54 
PROMPTING I  17   64 
PRO TEM 
 Appoint member VI  2, W   41 
QUORUM: 
 Grand Chapter VII       8 
 Subordinate Chapter II  1, B   37 
RAPS: (See Ritual Page 16) 
 Between Warder & Sentinel XXII    4   82 
   IV  12   69 
 Use of Gavel IV  1, B, C   66 
RECEIPTS FOR DUES: 
 Before Installation IV  2   39 
 Exhibit when visiting XVIII  1   58 
 Required for Registration X  2, K 2   27 
 Secretary's Duty VI  6, G   43 
REGISTRATION: 
 Committee X  2, K   27 
 Delegate of General Grand Chapter V  8   15 
 Fee IV  1, B   12 
REINSTATEMENT:  
 Of a Defunct Chapter XXIII  1   61 
 Petition for VI  6, S, 4   45 
   XII  6   50 
REJECTION OF PETITION: 
 Affiliation XII  15   51 
 Degrees VI  6, R   44 
   XII  4   51 
 Reinstatement XII  16   51 
 Worthy Matron's Duty VI  2, I   41 
RELIEF: 
 Application for Assistance VI  1   15 
 Application for Renewal VI  2   16 
 Subordinate Chapter Committee VII  7   48 
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATING COMM.XIX     79 
REQUIREMENTS: 
 Annual Official Visit II  7   38 
 Annual Report Reviewed II  9   38 
 Annual Statistical Report I  1, E   35 
 General Regulations and Landmarks II  8   38 
 Initiatory Work II  6   38 
 Obligation II  8   38 
 Residence for Petitioner XII  3, B   50 
  Military/Student Waiver VII  6, C   48 
RESIDENCE REQUIREMENT XII  3, B   50 
  Waiver VII  6, C   48 
RESIGNATION: 
 Board of Trustee Member VIII  1, J   22 
 Grand Chapter Committee Member X  1, F   24 
 Grand Chapter Officers VII  1   16 
 Grand Representatives IX  5   24 
 Subordinate Chapter Officers V  1, F   40 
REVENUE: 
 Grand Chapter IV  1   12 
 Subordinate Chapter - Annual Dues IX     48 
 Sub. Chapter - Initiation Fee VIII  1   48 
RITUAL: Conforming to I     11 
 Conforming to by Sub. Chapter I  1   63 
 Penalty for copying I  1   63 
ROLL CALL XI     77 
ROSTER, (See Membership) 
RULES OF ORDER: (See Procedure) 
SCHOLARSHIPS: 
 ESTARL Awards X  2, C   25 
 Scholarship Fund Awards X  2, L   28 
SEAL: 
 Grand Chapter II       5 
 Grand Secretary usage VII  6, B, 18  20 
 Subordinate Chapter I  1, A   35 
 Sub. Chapter Secretary Custody IV  5, E   67 
 Sub. Chapter Secretary Usage   6, A   42 
 Worthy Grand Matron VII  2, B, 10  17 
SECRET WORK: 
 Associate Conductress VI  9   46 
 Associate Patron VI  5   42 
 Chapter Entitlement I  1, D   35 
 Conductress VI  8   46 
 Diagram of Labyrinth XXII  9   84 
 Exemplified XXII  13   84 
 Fine for loss of XI  C, 3   50 
 Must not copy I  1, D   35 
 Penalty for copying I  1   63 
 Record receipt for VI  6, X   45 
 Worthy Patron VI  3   42 
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SIGNS: 
 At Altar I  12   64 
 At Grand Chapter III  3   11 
 Enter or Retire I  12   63 
 Given by Conductress II  5   37 
 Instruction XXII  10   84 
 Passed ballot, not given XX  3   81 
 Response not given VIII  3   74 
 Salutation Sign I  12   63 
 Star Point Signs II  5   37 
SIGNET:  Position of II  2, D   65 
SOLICITATION: 
 By Subordinate Chapters X  3   49 
 Members’ Names I  16   64 
SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS 
 Grand Chapter X  4   30 
  Eligibility V  2     7 
SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
 Grand Chapter X  4   30 
  Eligibility V  2     7 
SPECIAL DISPENSATIONS VII  2, B 2   16A 
 Request by Subordinate Chapter VI  6, S, 5   45 
  Reading in Subordinate Chapter XIII  3   78 
SPECIAL MEETINGS VI  2, G   41 
STANDING COMMITTEES 
 Grand Chapter X  2   24 
 Eligibility V  2     7 
SUBORDINATE CHAPTER: 
 Committee Reports 
  Standing Committees XV     79 
  Special Committees XVI     79 
 Concurrent Jurisdiction I  6   36 
 Meetings II     36 
 Name and Charter I  1, A   35 
 Order of Business VI  2   71 
 Powers I  2   35 
 Quorum II  1, B   37 
SUSPENSION: 
 Authority of Worthy Grand Matron VII  2, C, 3, 4  17 
 Of Charter by Grand Chapter XXII  2, 3   61 
 Dues - Non-payment IX  4   49 
 Of Rules - Gr. Ch. By-Laws & Rules XIV  2   34 
 Of Rules - Gr. Ch. Penal Code XV  2   98 
 Of Rules - Book of Instruction XXXII  2   90 
 Of Rules - Rules & Regulations XXII  2   62 
 Master Mason by Lodge I  4, D   36 
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TELLERS X  N   29 
 OATH OF SECRECY VII  5, D   18 
TENURE:  
 Benevolent Board Members VIII  2, A   23 
 Board of Trustees Members VIII  3, C     8 
 Gr. Sec. and Gr. Treasurer VIII  2, C     8 
TRIALS: See Penal Code 
 Appointment of Commission Members VII  2, C, 7   17 
   VI  2, Z   41 
 Grand Chapter XIV      97 
UNIFORM BY-LAWS: 
 Amend XXXI     90 
 For Subordinate Chapters I  2   35 
   VI  6, O, P   44 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS XVII     79 
VACANCIES: 
 Benevolent Board X  2     9 
 Board of Trustees VIII  1, J   22 
 Grand Chapter Committees X  4     9 
  Notify Worthy Grand Matron X  1, F   24 
 Gr. Chapter Officers - Appointive X  3     9 
 Gr. Chapter Officers - Elective X  1 & 2     9 
 Grand Representatives X  4     9 
 Gr. Secretary & Gr. Treasurer VIII  1, K, 8   22 
 Subordinate Chapter Officers V     40 
 Worthy Matron Declare Vacant V  4   40 
 Worthy Matron Duty VI  2, M   41 
VOLUNTARY PREPAID LIFE MEMBERSHIP (VPLM): 
   XVII  3   56 
 Fee XVII  3, A, 1 & 2  56 
 Fund consists of IV  2, G   13 
 Interest Payments to Chapters VII  6, B, 9   19 
 Transfer of Membership XVII  3, I   57 
VISITORS: 
 As Pro-tem VI  2, W   41 
 Eligibility VII  3   47 
 Examination of V     70 
 Introduction X  2   75 
 Objection to XVII  2   58 
 Visiting after March IX  3   48 
 Visiting with demit XV  6   54 
 Vouching for  VIII  2   73 
VOTING: 
 Sign for Grand Chapter IX  2     9 
 Sign for the Order XXIV  5   86 
 Subordinate Chapter II  10   38 
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WAIVER OF GRAND JURISDICTION: 
   XII  17   52 
 Requests for XII  17, C   52 
 Residency Requirement XII  3, B   50 
WAIVER OF RESIDENCY: 
 Military & Students VII  6, C   48 
WILLS & BEQUESTS: 
 Acceptance XIII     10 
 Controlled by Board of Trustees VIII  1, K, (1)  22 

YOUTH: 
 Endorsement of I  11   36 

 Gift at Annual Session V 8, D   14 

 

 


